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Girls encouraged to pursue a career in STEM

In today’s world, science and technology play a very 
important role as they have provided advancement in 

our daily lives and in economic development. Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
subjects allow learners to take advantage of all the op-
portunities these fields offer. 
 The Vaal University of Technology (VUT) has 
also taken the initiative to introduce young girls to 
STEM and to give them a better idea of the opportuni-
ties available. On 15 August, VUT hosted a special sem-
inar in this regard at the Desmond Tutu Great Hall.
 The purpose of this seminar was to invite ex-
ceptional women who have excelled in their careers in 
the STEM fields to interact and serve as role models 
for young girls in high school and women doing under-
graduate studies at VUT. It is hoped that this exposure 
will encourage female learners to excel in STEM-relat-
ed subjects and thus increase their chances of being 
accepted at tertiary institutions or follow a career in 
this direction.
 This year’s seminar was graced by the pres-
ence of the Honourable Minister of the Department of 
Science and Technology, Ms Naledi Pandor, who de-
livered the keynote address. The newly inaugurated 
Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Professor Gordon Zide 
welcomed all guests present to the event and encour-
aged the young women to take hold of opportunities 
that have been opened up to them.
 The Honourable Minister congratulated VUT 
for organising the seminar. In her address she in-
formed the young women that science, technology and 
innovation are vitally important for robust and sustain-
able socio-economic development. 
 She also stated that gender inequality has no 
place in today’s world: “This gender inequality is unac-
ceptable in modern democracy and is a national disas-
ter in emerging economies and the developing world. 
This is because the exclusion of millions of girls and 
women denies our societies the contribution of half our 
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people,” she said. In her closing, she appealed to young 
women to follow careers in science, engineering and 
technology. 
Other speakers were equally inspiring. Dr Taile Leswifi, 
a Senior Lecturer: Chemical Engineering in the Faculty 
of Engineering and Technology at VUT shared her life 
experiences. She informed the young women to take up 
the challenges in their journey and said: “Where there 
is a will, there is a way.” 
 The DVC: Academic and Research, Professor 
Kuzvinetsa Dzvimbo, acknowledged the guests and 
encouraged learners to succeed through hard work, 
thought and focus.
 The girls received goodie bags with personal 
care items donated by Thusong Projects, under the 
Vesco Group and Lab Coats. Congratulations to the 
organising team (Mesdames Kediemetse Mokotsi: Di-
rector Marketing & PR; Palesa Ubane: Public Relations 
Practitioner; Carol Motale and Nolutho Mkhumbeni 
both lecturers in Health Sciences) for the job well done, 
through the support of the Corporate Affairs team and 
other support departments.  
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Celebrating the stars amongst us

In true Vaal University of Technology style, our VUT la-
dies dressed to impress at this year’s Women’s Day 

celebration held at the Desmond Tutu Great Hall on 4 
August. Themed: “The Stars Amongst Us” we celebrat-
ed and showed appreciation to the hidden gems of VUT. 
 Keynote speaker was Ms Onica Matsheke, a 
lecturer and facilitator of entrepreneurship at VUT 
within the Faculty of Management Science. She is 
also a community engagement representative and the 
founder of Thandonica Pty (Ltd) and Bumbokuhle. As 
one of the many stars at VUT, her message to the ladies 
was focused on self-awareness, self-management and 
pursuing one’s goals. 
 “How we manage our own emotions and our 
interaction with others has a much more profound im-
pact on our professional success,” she said. She fur-
ther shared her expertise and knowledge of entrepre-
neurship. She told the audience that if ever they’re in 
need of advice her door is always open. 
 Other star speakers were: Ms Eleanor Moloko, 
a professional nurse, who spoke on health related mat-

ters, such as breast cancer and HIV/AIDS; Celine Main-
guy, from 4DHealth, who shared an amusing, yet very 
informative, presentation on Bravacious, a company 
that specialises in bras for curvy women; and Marishka 
Moodley, from SAB People, who ended off with a power-
ful talk on the important role women have in empower-
ing each other in today’s society. Ms Kimberly Coetzee 
was the perfect programme director - leaving everyone 
in smiles and hearty laughter.
 VUT female staff in entrepreneurship had the 
opportunity to showcase their products and service of-
ferings at the stalls set up outside the venue. VUT’s very 
own Ms Millicent Seripe, from the Centre of Academic 
Development, who runs a make-up artistry business, 
was happy to sponsor treats for a few lucky ladies in the 
audience. 
 Everyone was in good spirits and enjoyed per-
formances from Team SpokenWord (a music and poet-
ry performance act from VUT). They seemed overjoyed 
with their gift packs and prize giveaways.  

Azande Ralephenya 

Ms Kediemetse Mokotsi: Director for Marketing and Public Relations –
Corporate Affairs did the acknowledgements and prize-giving, recognizing 
all the Stars at VUT at this year’s Women’s Day celebrations. 

Ms Kimberly Coetzee looked and sounded like a star, keeping the 
ladies entertained and the programme running smoothly. 

VUT female staff members celebrated Women’s Day in style
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Ushering in a new Era at Vaal 
University Of Technology

The Vaal University of Technology (VUT) celebrated 
change and welcomed in a new era of leadership with 
the inauguration of the newly appointed Chancellor, Dr 
Xolani Mkhwanazi and Vice-Chancellor and Principal, 
Professor Gordon Zide on 12 August.
On this day at the Vanderbijlpark Campus, a new mo-
ment was recorded in the history books of the university, 
witnessed by leaders, staff, students and the community.
  “It’s a privilege and honour to walk this journey 
for the next five years,” said Dr Mkhwanazi.  
 Dr Mkhwanazi is a scientist and an internation-
ally experienced senior business leader, serving as a 
Director with several reputable companies. He is also 
the former Executive Chairman of BHP Billiton Southern 
Africa. He holds a BSc in Maths and Physics from the 
University of Botswana and Swaziland and completed an 
MSc and PhD in Applied Physics at the University of Lan-
caster, in the United Kingdom.
 In his role as the Chancellor, he said he wish-
es to see the university reach extraordinary heights. His 
vision is to see VUT competing as a world-class institu-
tion for higher education. He also wants to spearhead 
the training of more youth in the fields of science and 
technology.
 In her congratulatory speech, Dr Anna Mok-
gokong, the Honorary Consul General of Iceland and 
Chairwoman of Community Investment Holdings as well 
as a close friend of Chancellor Mkhwanazi, echoed the 
sentiments of many close friends, colleagues and family. 
 She said there is no better person suited for the 
position of Chancellor, that he is more than ready to take 
up is his new role as an ambassador and that he will do 
so with vigour and valour. Referring to him as “Ndonga”, 
which is his clan name, she said that with his experience 
as a businessman and scientist, VUT will surely move to 
greater heights. 
 In his inaugural address, titled: “The role of 
ethics in service excellence: a management challenge 
for the current and future leaders in the 21st century”, 
Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Prof Zide, focused on his 

strategic vision for the university. 
 To the obvious pleasure of his audience, he 
emphasised the importance of leading with dignity and 
complete transparency. He added that during his tenure 
he will annually hold a public budget speech and a State 
of the University address as he feels it is important that 
a culture of accountability and transparency is perpet-
uated. He further said he wants VUT to produce many 
PhDs which may ultimately assist in decolonising edu-
cation. His vision is to make VUT one of the best univer-
sities in the country. 
 “Prof Zide ushers in a new era at VUT. Speak-
ing on behalf of all 26 universities in South Africa, we 
welcome him as the Vice-Chancellor and Principal. Al-
though he is not new to the field, we’re all confident that 
he’ll bring in a new flavour of management and leader-
ship,” said Prof Ahmed Bawa, CEO: Universities South 
Africa (USAF), during his congratulatory speech. 
 Reiterating the importance of good leadership, 
Prof Bawa said that VC Zide has joined the university at a 
time when student and political actions are rife. He was 
referring to the high levels of activism and the current 
problems that are faced by universities. He says these 
cannot simply be solved at university level but require 
attention at a national level.
  “Prof Zide understands that a university is noth-
ing more and nothing less than its community. USAF 
pledges its full support and will work closely with VUT 
towards building a sustainable university environment 
for all,” said Prof Bawa. 
 Former Vice-Chancellor and Principal of VUT 
and long-term friend of Prof Zide, Professor Irene Mout-
lana, also shared a congratulatory message with her 
successor. She said that he is definitely not a stranger 
to the concept of making a difference. She confidently 
stated that she trusts him because he is a man known 
to spearhead transformation and bring about positive 
change.  
 Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs, Dr 
Edna Molewa congratulated Dr Mkhwanazi and Prof Zide 
and wished them well in taking up the mammoth task of 
leadership in these uncertain times. Minister Molewa’s 
powerful message focused on the various challenges 
which South Africans, as a whole, currently face. 
 “Nothing prepares today’s Vice-Chancellors for 
what awaits them. They may think they are always better 
prepared but institutions are changing at a phenomenal 
pace,” she said. 
 “Universities must compete for students and 
funding. Unfortunately, the competition is not a lev-
el playing field. We know that historically disadvan-
taged universities such as VUT are still hamstrung by 
poor facilities and as such have to find innovative ways 
to ‘catch up’. Your appointment coincides with an eco-
nomically constrained environment. Within this context, 
the demands are often unrealistic against diminishing 
resources. So, navigating through this space is a mana-
gerial challenge that must be overcome,” she said. 
 She further noted that neither Dr Mkhwanazi 
nor Prof Zide were obligated to take up these leader-
ship positions. Instead, they were chosen and accepted 
the roles. In doing so, they have infused everyone in the 
university environment with a sense of optimism and re-
solve to work harder to make VUT a premier centre of 
learning for the country and for the continent.

Dr Xolani Mkhwanazi the Chancellor and  Professor Gordon Zide
 the Vice-Chancellor and Principal

Azande Ralephenya 
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Initiatives to re-open site of 
delivery in North West

The Vaal University of Technology (VUT) has signed a 
memorandum of understanding with the City of Mat-

losana, in partnership with Mbuso Management Solu-
tions, to explore ways of having the old Klerksdorp Site 
of Delivery re-opened in the North West Province in the 
near future.   This site of delivery was closed down in 
2008 due to dwindling student enrolments which made 
the campus unsustainable.  
 VUT will conduct a feasibility study to under-
stand and assess the needs of the community and in-
dustry in the City of Matlosana. This will help to prevent 
making the same mistakes as when the Klerksdorp 
Site of Delivery was initially established.  
 On 24 July, a delegation from VUT visited the 
City of Matlosana to meet with its leadership and view 
the infrastructure that could be used as a campus when 
the time comes. 
 With the closure and decline of the mining in-
dustry in the area, due to various economic conditions 
and pressures, a lot of mining infrastructure has been 
left unused. The City of Matlosana is able to make min-
ing facilities available to VUT in order to bridge the 
skills gap and develop the economy of the city.  
 The VUT delegation, led by Vice-Chancellor and 
Principal, Professor Gordon Zide, was warmly received.  
The Executive Mayor, Councillor Maetu Kgaile, and the 
ANC Caucus in the city were part of the meeting.  The 
meeting was also attended by the representatives of 
the Dr Kenneth Kaunda District Municipality and the 
local chamber of business.
 Together, all the parties toured the city and 
the surrounding areas to view the facilities available.  
Three facilities are in Stilfontein and one in Orkney.  
The delegation was impressed with the facility in Ork-
ney which appeared to have the required amenities in 
place.  These include an administration block, gym-
nasium, residences, classrooms and a health facility 
which could be used as a clinic.
The City of Matlosana, together with the Dr Kenneth 
Kaunda District Municipality, have expressed their sup-
port in working with VUT to ensure it has a footprint in 
the city and the region that will benefit the local youth 

Staff Reporter 

VUT Delegation with the City of Matlosana leadership 

and communities.   
 Professor Zide said that seeing Klerksdorp 
closing down was not a pleasant experience.  But it had 
to happen because of the drop in student enrolments 
and the fact that the government does not subsidise 
sites of delivery as it does satellite campuses.  
 He further said that the initiative to re-open 
the campus provides a great opportunity to take South 
Africa to the next level, adding that every community 
should embrace the dream like this. He said the White 
Paper on Post-School Education and the National De-
velopment Plan speak in length on provision of educa-
tion and tertiary education in South Africa.  
 In conclusion, Prof Zide said that for VUT to 
succeed in spearheading this project, all players must 
work together. These include VUT, government, com-
munity and industry.  “Together we can do more.  We 
want to see the partnership develop and it can only 
happen if we work together.”
 Mr Daddy Khuselo, of Mbuso Management 
Solutions, who facilitated the discussions, explained 
that even though the mining industry is declining the 
city has a lot of business potential and opportunity.  He 
said that the conventional methods of mining were no 
longer relevant and appropriate, but that the initiative 
to re-open the campus may assist in innovatively look-
ing at new technology for mining.  
 “The City of Matlosana is the gateway to all 
mega cities of South Africa. All national roads leading 
to the mega cities in the country go through the City of 
Matlosana and this cannot be ignored.  I am proud that 
the concept I had envisaged for some time is now being 
realised,” he said.  “Agro-processing and manufactur-
ing are key to the development of the economy of this 
city,” he advised.  
 In conclusion, the Member of Mayoral Com-
mittee (MMC) for Environmental, Health Disaster and 
Risk Management in the Dr Kenneth Kaunda District 
Municipality, Councillor Rainy Martins said that she 
was pleased with the development on this matter and 
made a commitment to work together with the VUT to 
see this dream of re-opening the campus becoming a 
reality. 
 Prof Zide then suggested that a task team be 
established in order to kick-start the process. From 
the side of VUT, the team will be led by Mr Mpho Di-
ago, the Director: Special Projects in the Office of the 
Vice-Chancellor. Councillor Ntombi Koloti from the Dr 
Kenneth Kaunda District Municipality volunteered to be 
part of the task team. 
 The meeting concluded by emphasising the im-
portance of a follow-up meeting which would hopefully 
be attended by the Premier of the North West Province, 
Mr Supra Mahumapelo and the MEC for Education, Mr 
Sello Lehari. 
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“Supply chain 
is not a fad but 
is here to stay”

On 8 August, the Logistics Department held a pub-
lic lecture in the foyer of the Desmond Tutu Great 

Hall under the theme: The emergence of supply-chain 
management as an academic discipline: Economic im-
plications for Africa.
 The guest speaker of the day was Professor 
Kwasi Amoako-Gympah from the University of North 
Carolina in Greensboro, USA. 
 Prof Kwasi shared with the audience that sup-
ply chain contributes to many different elements such 
as job creation; economic growth and development; 
trade among nations; community development; new 
markets; knowledge acquisition and transfer; saving 
life and the successful delivery of humanitarian/disas-
ter-relief operations.
 He also gave the statistics on the current rank-
ings of jobs saying that “453 million people engaged in 
global supply-chain jobs in 2013 in 40 countries; grow-
ing from 296 million in 1995”. These jobs are mainly in 
developed countries and seven emerging countries, he 
said. 
 The supply-chain industry in Africa has many 
challenges such as: lack of capabilities and know-how; 
inefficient and ineffective business practices; absence 
of infrastructure/lack of energy; distance from mar-
kets; the diversity of everything (e.g. language); inad-
equacy of technology (in particular) IT; short-term ori-
entation; inadequate education and absence of large 
retailers; and opportunity for delivering the last mile.  
 In his conclusion, Prof Kwasi said his person-
al forecast is that supply chain is not a fad but is here 
to stay; supply chain contributes to economic develop-
ment and that tremendous opportunity exists in Africa. 
People need to act fast and new markets for South Afri-
can products will be found and the country will prosper 
if it invests in the development of supply chain on the 
continent.

Professor Kwasi Amoako-Gympah for the University of 
North Carolina in Greensboro, USA

Nontobeko Zondi
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Africa is 
emerging and 
breaking 
boundaries in 
terms of research 

Africa has reached a milestone in terms of 
its cutting-edge research and on 27 July 

launched its very first African Tissue Engi-
neering and Regenerative Medicine Inter-
national Society (ATERMIS) at the Riverside 
Sun hotel in Vanderbijilpark.
 Delegates who participated in the 
launch included Dr Siyabulela Ntutela, Chief 
Executive Officer at Africa Bio. Giving the 
keynote address was Mr Mmboneni Muofhe, 
Deputy Director General: Technology Innova-
tions. Guest speakers were Professor John 
Fisher from TERMIS-America and Profes-
sor Jeffrey Mphahlele, Vice President; South 
African Medical Research Council (SAMRC) 
who explained the role of the SAMRC in ad-
vancing Tissue Engeneering and Regenera-
tive Medicine in Africa. 
 Dr Sepo Hachigonta: Director Stra-
tegic Partnerships National Research Foun-
dation (NRF) and others explained the roles 
they play at TERMIS.
 The ATERMIS Society will help de-
velop and support upcoming scientists.  It 
will also find means of collaborating with 
other African countries. In his keynote ad-
dress Mr Mmboneni highlighted that the 
establishment of the society is what has 
been needed the most. A lot of solutions will 
be provided going forward that will resolve 
the health challenges of the continent as a 
whole. “Africa is emerging and it is time to 
reflect on ourselves as Africans and hold 
hands together to build capacity so that we 
catch up with developed countries in terms 
of research,” he said.
 The newly appointed members of 
ATERMIS are Dr Aliyu Muhammed from 
Nigeria, Dr AimolaIdowu also from Nige-
ria, Dr Farisau Chinnzwondo from Zimba-
bwe, Dr Marianne Mureithi from Kenya and 
Professor Morna Marci from Egypt. These 
members are joining Professor Keolebogile 
Motaung who is the President and Dr Kevin 
Dzobo as the Vice-President.

Qhawekazi Memani
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I had always known that one day my health would dete-
riorate and I would have to start taking ARVs. In fact, 

the thought of me taking ARVs began several months 
before I celebrated my 28th anniversary living with HIV 
(I was diagnosed on 02/04/1989, to be precise). After 
the whole two decades, I began to wonder if I would 
ever get sick. Not that I wanted to get sick. I was just 
worried that the day when this virus started winning, 
it would come out guns blazing. At that time, my CD4 
count was still over 500. So, I didn’t really have anything 
to worry about. Or did I?
 I remember one time I went to get my results 
and before my doctor read them out to me, he asked: 
“What happens if you need to start taking ARVs?”
 It was as if he knew what I had been thinking. “I 
don’t know. I will have to think about it,” I responded. 
 “You know you will have to take them one day. 
But it is your choice,” he advised. 
 He then continued to say something that has 
replayed in my mind often since that day:
 “You know, the problem with you is that you 
have grown with HIV during the years of denialism and 
when side-effects for ARVs were still very strong. Now 
things have changed. The side-effects are very low and 
can be managed.”
 I remember nodding to what he was saying, 
but my mind was elsewhere. I kept on thinking: “Me, on 
ARVs! Eish!”
 However, a few months later my health began 
to change. I was developing oral thrush a lot more often 
than previously. I was getting more tired every day. My 
body was not coping with my daily activities. Most peo-
ple who know me could tell that something was wrong 
with me.
 One day I was feeling so bad, I decided to con-
sult a general practitioner in my area. He suggested 
that it could be my CD4 count dropping. He wanted me 
to do another test. I refused. Instead I asked him to 
prescribe something for me. He gave me vitamin pills, 
painkillers, mouth rinse and some antibiotics. I decid-
ed to take the antibiotics only since I had vitamin pills 
already and I felt that I didn’t need the others.
 A week later I was still not improving. The oral 
thrush was still there and I felt like I was walking on 
needles – especially in the evenings. So, I decided to go 
and do another CD4 test with my doctor.  It was not a 
surprise that when my results came back it was down 
and my viral load was over 400 000 copies. That was the 
biggest change in my health in 26 years.
 My doctor asked me again if I had thought 
about the possibility of taking ARVs. And again I was 
reluctant. Instead, I asked him if he could give me some 
medication to boost my immune system. He gave me 
high a dose of Vitamin B for my feet, Fluconazole for 
oral thrush and another mouth rise. I took them hoping 

Looking back on a year of ARVs
It’s been full one year since I started taking antiretroviral drugs
(ARVs). Today I look back on my journey.

that they would reverse the progression. But that was 
not the case. I still felt weak, though the oral thrush got 
better. The truth I was facing was that, immune boost-
ers and antibiotics are not meant to stop HIV progres-
sion. ARVs do that.
 Since my CD4 count started going down, I did 
everything by the book. I religiously took my vitamin 
pills, altered my diet (stopped eating junk food com-
pletely), no more fizzy drinks (Fanta grape), more rest 
and more exercise.
 Two months later I went back to my doctor to 
do another CD4 count and viral load. It was my third 
one in a year. I expected the results to be bad. And I 
was right. My CD4 count was now at 21. At that moment 
I realised that my decision about ARVs had to happen 
soon.
 As I was digesting this, my doctor started with 
the ARV talk again. Only this time he was not asking 
me to think about it. He was explaining to me the im-
portance of taking them at this stage. He told me that 
at this level, if I took ARVs, I would reduce the risk of 
experiencing kidney failure, heart disease and other 
illnesses. Also the side-effects were likely to be min-
imal because my body was still strong.
 Singing a different tune this time, I said: “I have 
been thinking about it and I know that I have to take 
them.” But deep down inside, I knew I was not ready.
 My time of living with HIV without treatment is 
up. I had to accept that the virus had progressed and 
my fighting strategy had to change too. I prepared my-
self mentally for the journey. I was not afraid of taking 
ARVs. My biggest fear about this was that I didn’t know 
if I had the discipline to take them every day for the rest 
of my life…
 I am happy today that I made that decision of 
taking ARVs; now my CD4 Count is 651 and my viral load 
is undetectable after a year. At first I had to remind my-
self with an alarm BUT now I just know when it is time 
to take my medicine. I do enjoy my new life with ARVs, 
I carry them wherever I go - they are my lifesaver and I 
won’t trade them for anything nor anybody.
 They are my BEST friends and my BEST choice 
ever. #Smiling.
* Viral load is the term used to describe the amount of 
HIV in your blood.

Agnes Moloi
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VUT PR Master’s student publishes fi rst 
book 

Twenty-six-year-old (26) Katucia Moussongo Bitsa-
ka, a Vaal University of Technology (VUT), Public Re-

lations, Master’s Degree student never imagined that 
she’d one day be a published author. Nor did she plan 
on pursuing a career in writing. 
 Katucia has published her fi rst book, titled; 
BLUES – We are all concerned. The book focuses on 
the effects of depression and rejection. She challenges 
the societal myth that claims depression as a “stage 
that will pass”. It’s an illness that needs to be attended 
to.  Through this book, Katucia aims to help the reader 
overcome rejection, anxiety and depression. 
 The 35 page, self-published book was Katucia’s 
way of expressing her thoughts and sharing her experi-
ences with others who are going through depression. “I 
was often overcome by emotions of sadness and feeling 
lonely, and I thought it best to express this. After ob-
serving my peers, I soon realised that I’m not the only 
one going through these emotions. It was easier for me 
to write about my observations and experiences. I re-
alised after a few chapters that I was actually working 

on a book and then I decided to publish it. I published 
the book myself, I’m also promoting it myself, however, 
Rich Publishing assisted me with the editing,” she said.  
 The book delves into the life of a young girl 
named “BLUES”, the reader is taken through her life 
journey and her fi rst experience of rejection – which 
then leads to a series of events that causes her to go 
into depression. “I decided to give depression a life-
like character, so as to make it easily relatable to the 
reader. BLUES is a solution to fi ghting off depression. It 
takes you through the healing processes and also high-
lights the importance of faith and prayer,” said Katucia.  
 BLUES, is Katucia’s fi rst project, it’s current-
ly available as an e-book on Amazon, Kindle, Smash 
Words and on her website www.katuciamoussongo.
com.  She is currently working on her second book ti-
tled; Women Empowerment. With an online magazine 
that was launched in August, called “Thoughts on life”, 
Katucia is proving to be a very busy woman, with a mis-
sion to change the world – one book at a time.  

Katucia Moussongo Bitsaka is offi cially a published author

Azande Ralephenya 
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Tissue engineering conference 
explores the science of creating 
body spare parts

Vaal University of Technology (VUT), in conjunction 
with the Tshwane University of Technology and 

Rice University from the United States, Houston, Tex-
as hosted the 2nd International Conference on tissue 
Engineering (ICTERM) under the theme: “The future of 
regenerative medicine in Africa”. 
 The conference which ran until 30 July, has 
drawn together under one roof, experts under the dis-
cipline of Tissue Engineering from countries such as 
Singapore, United States of America, Canada, Egypt, 
Nigeria and Zimbabwe to share their expertise, ex-
change information, foster collaborations and promote 
education. The conference also serves as a platform to 
launch a first on the continent: the Africa Tissue Engi-
neering and Regeneration Medicine International Soci-
ety (ATERMIS).
 The opening of this prestigious event was host-
ed at the VUT Desmond Tutu Hall on 26 July, proceed-
ings following the opening took place at the VUT Gaut-
eng Science Park and the Riverside Sun Hotel. 
 Cllr Simon Mofokeng, the Executive Mayor of 
the Emfuleni Municipality, welcomed everyone to the 
event. People who came to honour the opening were 
the Vice-Chancellor and Principal of VUT, Professor 
Gordon Zide; Vice-chancellor and Principal of TUT, Prof 
L van Staden; Professor Yasuhiko Tabata, Kyoto Uni-
versity, Japan; and Prof Wagner Williams, University 
of Pittsburg, USA. Delegates from different companies 
were also acknowledged. 
 “Tissue engineering is a social justice disci-
pline as it offers hope to hundreds of thousands of pa-
tients,” said Prof van Staden.
Prof Tabata and Prof Williams paved the way for other 
presentations by other experts, young, aspiring scien-

tists and students from the academic and national lab-
oratories by sharing their expertise.
This included having found solutions for bone-tis-
sue engineering, wound healing, cartilage formation 
through the use of drug delivery systems that promote 
natural healing potentials, the use of stem cells and 
3D-printing procedures. 
 Throughout the week and the weekend, key-
note speakers addressed the following issues, amongst 
others: 
“Future perspective of regenerative medicine”. This is 
a phenomenon that will enable the life-long wellbeing 
of patients using new methods developed by innovative 
technology techniques and tailor-made medicine for 
patients. 
 It has become evident to these scientists that 
some of the drugs used to treat patient conditions 
cause them to become more ill.  
“Austrian cluster for Tissue Regeneration”, the Euro-
pean perspective, or rather experiences, of the matter 
at hand; and  
 “Super hydrophobic surfaces for blood con-
tacting medical devices”.
 Prof Maurice Ndege, Executive Dean: Faculty 
of Engineering and Technology and Dr A Nesamvuni: 
Acting Deputy Vice-Chancellor Post graduate Studies, 
Research and Innovation at TUT, thanked everyone for 
their efficiency and highlighted that we live in exciting 
times.
 Scientists have painted a picture of what the fu-
ture of tissue regeneration in Africa is and are hoping to 
learn more during the conference. 

The sponsors of the event were also acknowledged.
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