Learners reveal their dreams at a successful Open Day

Future accountants, medical scientists and engineers: From left: Ntswaki Lephekola, Joyce
Tshabangu, Nthabiseng Mokoena, Palesa Shabalala and Moipone Sefatsa are Grade 11 learners
from Nomsa Secondary School in the Free State.

Azande Ralephenya
This year’s Open Day proved a huge success with 5 635 students from various high
schools across the Gauteng, Free State, North West, Mpumalanga and Limpopo
provinces visiting the Vaal University of Technology. Vanderbijlpark Campus staff
members and students put on their smiles, came together and braved the cold and
wet weather on Saturday 13 May, to host the event.
Grade 11 and 12 pupils came with their teachers, parents and guardians for career
guidance and a look at what the life of a student at university level is like. Many
expressed their excitement and asked questions while visiting the exhibition stalls on
site. All four VUT faculties and their various departments had exhibition stalls.
“VUT is well known for its Faculty of Engineering and Technology, and it’s exciting to
be here today to find out more. I’m surprised that there are so many departments in

this faculty, I’m here because I want to be an electrical engineer one day,” said
Joyce Tshabangu, a Grade 11 learner from Nomsa Secondary School in the Free
State.
Mr Phillip Masike, Acting Head of Department, Student Recruitment, expressed his
gratitude to every VUT student and staff member who contributed towards making
sure the learners had an exciting time and can now look forward to being future
MaVUTi’s.
“Open Day proved that the Student Recruitment team has not lost its recruitment
magic, judging from the great turnout. We salute all learners and teachers who,
despite the biting cold of the day, defied the weather and graced us with their
presence,” Mr Masike said.

Inquisitive Minds: Students came in large numbers to enquire about the various exciting programmes and
courses on offer at the Vaal University of Technology.

Ready to take on the world: High school learners got an opportunity to visit the VUT photo booth and take
pictures holding placards describing their future careers.

STUDENTS INSPIRED TO ACHIEVE THEIR DREAMS

Dr Joe Molete motivating students
Qhawekazi Memani

The Centre for Curriculum Development (CAD) team, alongside Dr Joe Molete, held
a motivational seminar for students as part of the first-year experience at the
Desmond Tutu Hall on 12 May.
Dr Molete has committed himself to running leadership coaching and mentorship
workshops and he believes that with the right support everyone can achieve their
goals. He began his address with the reminder that we are all running a race towards
success and it is crucial not to fool around. “Success is the peace of mind of knowing
that you have achieved what you wanted,” he said.
He shared the following traits that he feels rob people of greatness: complaining;
comparing; competing; criticising and conforming.
He emphasised the actions one should rather pursue such as taking charge,
developing yourself, connecting with your passion, nurturing your spirit, being
grateful, understanding greatness, loving what you do, helping others and keeping
the faith. He also encouraged the students to be the founders of something rather
than settling for the “looking-for-a-job” norm prevalent in the country.
He also shared with the students the 2020 skills from the World Economic Forum
which will be needed in the future. They include:






Complex problem-solving;
Critical thinking;
Creativity;
People management;
Coordinating with others; and



Emotional Intelligence.

As someone who has spent 14 years at different universities acquiring knowledge
and 20 years working, assisting entrepreneurs to commercialise their inventions and
understanding how tough life can be, comes naturally to Dr Molete.
He is truly committed to making sure that people’s lives are indeed transformed.
He closed off by quoting Robert H. Schuller: “Tough times never last, but tough
people do”.

REMEMBERING THOSE AFFECTED BY HIV/AIDS

Candlelight memorial participants
Puleng Maphisa
The HIV Unit, together with the Student Life and Governance Department, hosted their AIDS
Candlelight Memorial on 16 May in memory of those who have lost their lives to the disease
and in solidarity with those who are living with it.
The theme of the day was “Ending AIDS together” and their main guests were Sello Malete
the well-known SA gospel singer and Phologolo Ramothwala who has been living with HIV
for 20 years.

Mr Phologolo said that he discovered that he was HIV positive in 1999 while he was still a
university student studying towards his postgraduate qualification in Journalism. He said that
at that time a lot of people were dying from the disease. However, he managed to maintain
his health in order to achieve his dreams.
“I have spent 20 years making sure that HIV does not take away anything that I wanted in
my life,” said Mr Phologolo, who is the founder and editor of Positive Magazine.
VUT Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Professor Irene Moutlana also urged students to lead a
safe and healthy lifestyle: “It is important to keep our lives healthy. HIV/Aids leads to a higher
number of orphans and young ladies who are victims because they are forced to engage in
sex at an early age, in exchange for goods.”
The event was to remind students that they should take care and that they have a
responsibility to not spread the virus, support people living with HIV and fight the stigma that
surrounds the disease by educating others.

Strengthening peaceful leadership

Student leaders on a workshop
The Department of Social Justice and Transformation hosted a student leaders’ workshop
on 9 May under the guidance of the Action Support Centre, an NGO that deals with peace
building, the protection of people and human rights.
The workshop motivator was Mr Simon Mothoagae from the Action Support Centre who led
students in discussions about finding solutions to conflict between students and
management.
“Conflict is everywhere and can be resolved at different levels, but it is also our duty to take
responsibility for our actions as we share how we will be dealing with it,” said Mr Mothoagae.

The student leaders outlined the challenges they are facing, namely conflict transformation,
conflict resolution as well as student charter programmes. Mr Mothoagae outlined the steps
used in building a common understanding. These included peace-making initiatives, listening
and communication.
The workshop helped leaders to understand what is expected from them and how to tackle
conflicts going forward.

You are capable of achieving your goals

GOAL2WORK representatives
Selina Rapulane
Learners from the VUT-Sasol programme were introduced to GOAL2WORK on 11 May as
part of their training.
The GOAL2WORK jobseeker’s toolkit provides interested individuals with the knowledge,
skills and confidence needed to effectively undertake a successful job search. The
programme was facilitated by Gugulethu Tshabalala and Grace van Staden from
GOAL2WORK.
The programme was divided into three phases. The first phase was centred on the planning
and analytical skills needed to secure a good job; phase two dealt with background
screening, networking, knowing the right target market and agencies, then phase three
discussed ways of handling the interview.
The learners were given guidelines on how they needed to present themselves for an
interview and also how they should handle the timing of the interview. Such as arriving 15
minutes before the interview.
“Since February this year, we have presented a number of GOAL2WORK workshops at
VUT, Sebokeng and thus far we have really enjoyed it. The different personalities that make
up each of the groups that we have trained makes it exciting and special to us,” said Ms van
Staden.

She mentioned that at GOAL2WORK they believe that multi-layered, goal-directed, jobseeking training empowers jobseekers to realise their right to meaningful employment. She
also mentioned that the three-day programme not only develops the participant’s job-seeking
skills but also builds the self-esteem and confidence they need to conduct a powerful job
interview.
“We have learnt how to organise the correct format of a CV and how to specify our skills
based on agencies and background screening of certain job interviews and we are grateful,”
said Thabiso Mofokeng and Masego Thekiso, both learners at the VUT-Sasol Programme.

VUT encourages a Green Campus

Students at the Green Campus Initiative
Thabiso Sechele
The Green Campus Initiative, promoting a clean and environmentally friendly campus, was
launched at VUT Amphitheatre on 12 May.
With the message “Green is back” under the hashtag #greenisback, Residence Living and
the Learning Department organised the event to inspire students to keep their surroundings
clean and neat and to live a healthy lifestyle.
All of this was achieved by creating ways to motivate students to participate and interact with
the initiative. Students were informed of the many ways of reusing and recycling items
through creative exhibitions by organisers and their team of enthusiastic students. They
were shown various ways of recycling tins, paper, plastic, bottles, garden waste and laundry.
They were then enticed to participate in activities such as using recycled material to create
fashion pieces or writing poetry linked to the message of the day. Other activities were
dance and music.
Special guests Tigers MCC entertained students with bike revving and tricks that everyone
enjoyed.

Nqobile Nkosi, a Mechanical Engineering student, said the event was fun and that all her
friends were talking about.
“It was an amazing experience to work on this project with the whole team from
management to residence warriors,” said Pakiso Tjotjo, Residence Life Officer.
This event was hailed a success as a huge number of students signed a pledge to support
the initiative.

Schneider Electric keeps students safe

35 staff and students were sponsored with safety jackets by Schneider Electric

Azande Ralephenya
Schneider Electric has sponsored 35 safety jackets to the staff and students of the VUT
French South African Schneider Electric Centre (F’SASEC).
The branded safety jackets will come in handy for when the staff and students at the training
centre are working outside or when visiting a company on site. Professor Sebastiani
Alexandre, Director of F’SASEC, said the training centre will soon provide overalls and
safety shoes, ensuring that they are all fully equipped.
F’SASEC was developed through a partnership between VUT, the French Ministry of
Education, Higher Education and Research and Schneider Electric, which is a French
company in the field of energy solutions.
“This programme is dedicated to underprivileged students who cannot afford to go to a TVET
college or university. We provide training with a lot of practical’s in the field of electrical
engineering,” said Professor Sebastiani.

A student holding up her new safety jacket

Nkuna wins Biotechnology Fundi Award

Award recipient: Nkuna Cathrine Shalati

The Gauteng Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (GDARD) has awarded
Nkuna Cathrine Shalati with this year’s Fundi Award.
The Fundi Award is given to the student with the highest average mark in Biotechnology at a
function held each year. The award is offered to encourage students to perform well in their
studies.

As well as offering 12 scholarships to the value of R25 000 each to students in the
department of Biotechnology, the GDARD also funds 12 Biotechnology students in their
in-service training. These students receive a monthly stipend which allows them to complete
their WIL programme and return to VUT and register for a BTech degree.
There has been a general increase in the number of students registering for the BTech in the
department of Biotechnology. It is envisaged that even more students will complete the
degree. This is in line with the revised Gauteng Province’s Biotech Strategy.
Ms Shalati received a cash award of R4000 and is eligible for a one-year internship valued
at R10 000, sponsored by biotechnology company, DNABiotech in Pretoria.
The programme is co-ordinated by Prof Michael Pillay from the Department of
Biotechnology.

Player Profile

First Name: Mahao
Surname: Matete
University: VUT
Sport: Tennis
Coach: Mahao is a player/coach
Years Playing: 13
National Representation: Represented Lesotho in 2004, 2006, 2008-2013

Career Highlights:
2010 – Won silver at the Electro Junctions junior championships in Botswana
2013 – Certificate for outstanding performance at the VUT sports awards
2014 – Represented Lesotho/Vut in Mozambique

Upcoming Tournaments 2017:
1. Durban Open: 16 – 18 June
2. USSA: 3 – 8June at Potchefstroom-North West
3. All Africa Games Qualifiers: December in Lesotho

