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The Cancer Awareness Tournament, hosted by VUT 
Softball Club in partnership with VUT Sport, at the 

Isak Steyl Stadium on 7 October was hailed another 
success. 

Since its inception in 2015, its growth has been expo-
nential with 20 of the best teams from South Africa and 
Botswana participating in this year’s event. Next year’s 
tournament may be a two-day battles-royale with no 
fewer than 28 teams expected to participate. Spectator 
numbers were also significantly higher this year as op-
posed to previous years.

The VUT Softball men’s team was in scintillating form 
as usual beating BMC 7-0, Gata 1-0, VUT u/19 18-2, UL 
9-1 and Bears 2-0. The final was a showdown between 
VUT and Tembisa Classic which saw VUT reign supreme 
over their opponents with an 11-1 victory. The women’s 
tournament was won by Police IX.

Team VUT, in a brilliant display of leadership, distribut-
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ed 800 pink softball caps to the teams and spectators 
in support of the fight against cancer.  R10 000 was do-
nated to CANSA last year; hopefully this will increase in 
next year’s tournament and remain consistent. 

VUT Sport and VUT Softball acknowledge and appreci-
ate all the help received from all the internal and ex-
ternal donors without whom the event would not have 
been the resounding success it was. 

Internal donors - VUT Sports & Recreation Department, 
VUT Protection Services, VUT Corporate Gift Shop, Of-
fice of the DVC: Academics & Research, VUT Alumni, 
VUT HIV/AIDS Unit, SSG Security Services, VUT Inter-
im-SRC and Enactus Vaal University of Technology.

External donors - JOJO EC Trading Cc, BSA (Budget 
Sport Accommodation in South-Africa), Spur (El Paso 
Vanderbijlpark), Solly’s Skills Driving Academy, Hel-
exgo Engineering and 27 Graphix Creative Hub, among 
others.

Softball club in the pink at successful 
tournament 

Cancer Awareness: VUT Softball Team       

Vusi Zwane
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Ethical leadership is needed now, 
more than ever!

The month of October signifies an important one, it is 
the birth month of political stalwart - Oliver Reginald 
Tambo. And, in true honour of his memory many South 
Africans gathered to celebrate the life and times of this 
hero, through insightful lectures on the state of mod-
ern day leadership, short stories, songs and dance. 

The Eastern Cape Department of Arts and Culture to-
gether with the Oral History Association of South Africa 
hosted the Oliver Tambo Memorial Lecture in Mthatha 
from 10-13 October. Aptly themed, “Oliver Reginald 
Tambo in memoriam: Reminiscing on a centenary of 
struggle, true leadership and leadership values of a lib-
eration stalwart.” The conference focused on the South 
African hero’s journey in politics and his contribution 
towards creating an equal and free society for all. 

Vaal University of Technology’s (VUT) Vice-Chancellor 
and Principal, Professor Gordon Zide was the keynote 
speaker at the conference. In his address titled: “O R 
Tambo’s ethical, revolutionary and principled leader-
ship values in the struggle for democracy.” 

Prof Zide shared two life experiences which made him 
appreciate Oliver Tambo. 

He was one of the two Black South Africans who were 
awarded the Reginald Oliver Tambo Scholarship to 
study the Higher Education Management Program 
(HEMP), which was jointly run by Oxford and Warwick 
Universities in the United Kingdom (UK). Prof Zide said 
that even in his ill health, Oliver Tambo found the time 
to visit him and his colleague at Oxford – this he recalls, 
as an unforgettable moment which left a mark in his 
life. 

Azande Ralephenya 

From left; Professor Jay Jadezweni  Rector - University of Walter Sisulu: 
Mthatha Campus  and Professor Gordon Zide – 

VUT Vice-Chancellor & Principal 

His second experience occurred when Prof Zide was 
the first black registrar at Fort Hare University. Oliver 
Tambo had been appointed as the Chancellor and this is 
where he closely came to know him. Prof Zide said Ol-
iver Tambo was not a traditional chancellor who would 
only visit the university on graduation days but would 
often come on Campus to address staff and students 
and stressing the value and the importance of ethical 
and principled leadership.  “It was in this capacity that I 
came not only to admire but to embrace his ethical and 
principled leadership style as a Revolutionary, Demo-
crat and a Freedom Fighter for Truth, Social Justice, 
Human and Equal Rights for all, it is therefore difficult 
to talk about Freedom without mentioning the name of 
Oliver Tambo,” said Prof Zide.  

Prof Zide’s expressed his concerns on the state of 
South African politics today, questioning whether or 
not the country is being led by ethical or moral leaders. 
“Is there any hope for the ruling party to rediscover it-
self and embrace once again the values and principles 
of Oliver Tambo in celebrating what would have been 
100 years of his life – a Centenary?” He asked. 

A staunch believer in ethical, moral and principled 
leadership, Prof Zide says many young African leaders 
can learn from Oliver Tambo. His legacy still lives on to-
day, he was recognised as a principled leader who had 
strong values - not only on the African continent but 
by the international community as well. In closing, he 
advised young people to try and emulate the late Oliver 
Tambo leadership principles in order to grow to greater 
heights.   

praise singer 
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Forty students across Gauteng were selected to be part 
of the 21 Steps to Retail programme hosted by South 

African Fashion Week (SAFW), in partnership with retail 
giant Edcon. 

The 21 Steps to Retail programme is a capacity build-
ing programme by the KZN Fashion Council that aims 
to empower graduate fashion students by helping them 

Puleng Maphisa 
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Fashion 
students 
explore in 
21 steps 

bridge the gap between their design skills and business 
knowledge. 

The following Vaal University of Technology (VUT) stu-
dents were part of those nominated to participate: Kea 
Maphologela, Motlalepule Ralephenya, Kabelo Legodi, 
Noxolo Helu and Nelly Makola. These students show-
cased their third-year garments to qualify. They were 
nominated to be among the 20 students who went 
through to the interview of whom 16 were chosen to be 
mentored by SAFW’s best designer. 

Even though the VUT students never came in the top 
three, Kea was given the opportunity to intern under 
Menswear Executive Buying at Edcon.

The VUT students showed their gratitude to their lectur-
ers, Lucilla Booyzen, founder and CEO of SAFW and ED-
CON executives, Mercia Maserumule, Elelwane Pahlana 
and Ralese Adriaanse for giving them exposure to the 
real fashion industry. 

VUT 
chemical 
engineering 
lecturer 
excels 
abroad 

Qhawekazi Memani

Dr Thokozani Xaba was one of the many researchers from all over the 
world, invited to present posters at the 7th IUPAC Conference in Russia.

Dr Thokozani Xaba, a VUT Chemical Engineering lectur-
er attended the 7th IUPAC International Conference on 
Green Chemistry from 2-5 October at D. Mendeleev Uni-
versity of Chemical Technology in Moscow, Russia. 

She was among different researchers from all over the 
world who presented posters at the conference. Her 
poster titled: “The Green Synthesis of Silver Sulfide Na-
noparticles through Homogeneous Precipitation Route 
using (Z)-2-(pyrrolidin-2-ylidene) thiourea ligand and 
the Preparation of the Ag2S-Chitosan Nanocomposites 
for the Removal Iron (II) ion from Wastewater” won the 
best poster award.

“The poster was very attractive to the judges and the 
conference attendees since it was demonstrating the 
new and easy strategies of removing metal ions and im-

purities from wastewater,” she shared.

“This award came at the right time; a few weeks after 
my PhD graduation. I’ve received different awards over 
the past few years, but winning this prize abroad, among 
diverse researchers from different countries has proven 
that our contributions to the field of research as women 
in science can make a huge impact in the world. It has 
made me realise that “the sky is the limit”. It also veri-
fies that if I was able to it, anyone can do it as well,” she 
continued.

“I am planning to attend the 5th Nano Today Conference 
which will take place in early December this year at the 
Waikoloa Beach Marriott in Hawaii. There I’ll be pre-
senting part of my research work that I did during my 
PhD study.”
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VUT Centre of Footwear 
Enterprise showcases at the 
Fibre processing & Manufacturing 
SETA Sector Education and 
Training Authority. 

The VUT Centre of Footwear and Enterprise was part 
of the stakeholders, invited to exhibit and show case 

at the Skills Career and Development summit expo 
summit which took place in September. 

The summit exposed a platform for various funding op-
portunities for young people in Higher Education and 
Training. COFE’s main focus is training and upskilling 
youth from various communities in the footwear indus-
try. 

COFE took this opportunity to present and explain its 
main purpose and goal to various stakeholders, poten-
tial funders, the general public and the wider textile and 
footwear industry. COFE is currently operating from the 
VUT Southern Gauteng Science and Technology Park, it 
is an accredited training institution through the QCTO 
offering footwear operator training. Currently training 
15 students in footwear technology and entrepreneur-
ship.

Manani Hlongwane 

Busi Klaas Industrial Liaising Officer explaining and showcasing COFE
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VUT introduces new HIV-
prevention medication 

During the month of September, the Department of 
Higher Education and Training announced that cer-

tain universities and colleges will able to access the 
HIV- prevention medication, Truvada. Vaal University of 
Technology is one of the leading universities of Tech-
nology by having ARV accessible to students.

Truvada is an antiretroviral (ARV) pill that also reduces 
the risk of contracting HIV by at least 90%, if taken daily.

The access is part of a trial that will give the National 
Health Department information about whether people 
need and use the treatment.

The Vaal University of Technology (VUT) is one of the 
institutions selected to participate in the trial. In 2012, 
VUT campus clinic formed a strong bond with its local 
clinics, NGO and external stakeholders and received a 
NIMART training.

“The purpose of having Nurse Initiated Management 
of ARV on campus was to reduce the number of stu-
dent deaths and to promote health so that they do not 
skip their classes to go to local clinics and collect their 
medication. Today our students can come to the cam-
pus clinic and collect their medication without having 
a taxi fee,” said Sister Maria Phondo, Head of Depart-
ment: Student Health and Wellness. Another purpose 
is to also ensure compliance and ARV adherence which 
is crucial.

The Department of Health is freely supplying VUT 

VUT clinic staff members 

Puleng Maphisa 
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campus clinic at no cost. Ms Agnes Moloi who is living 
openly with her HIV status for 28 years and who start-
ed taking ARV’s 2 years ago, said that she has received 
much love and support from the campus clinic. She 
has opened a WhatsApp group for those students who 
are affected and infected. The group which creates a 
discussion topic every Wednesday, has assisted those 
students to face their daily challenges.

It is a supports group which also includes infected stu-
dents from all other universities. Ms Agnes Moloi is 
currently enrolled in Boston College doing her National 
Diploma in HIV 
Management and aiming to motivate infected students 
to live a longer life to the fullest.
The ARV Health and Wellness programme is complex 
and therefor challenging. The programme is develop-
ing substantially and therefore needs full support of 
the university Management and Department of Health 
in terms of Human and Material Resources. This sup-
port is crucial and will be highly appreciated.

Ms Agnes Moloi
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The Vaal University of Technology ISACA (Information 
System Audit and Control Association) President 

Xolani Mabuye was given the opportunity to be part of 
the 20th Southern African Internal Audit Conference 
hosted by The Institution of Internal Audit (IIA). 

While there, he managed to negotiate on behalf of VUT 
an agreement with IIA and ISACA that will provide stu-

VUT student negotiates auditing 
upskilling programme 
Puleng Maphisa dents with necessary skills needed within the auditing 

course. 

The conference, under the theme ‘Stepping into un-
chartered territories’, aimed at teaching internal audi-
tors about their role in a future of ever-changing tech-
nology. 

The annual conference, which took three days, was 
to help leaders and students adapt to changes within 
their working environment.

Fashion student wins a brighter 
future 

Jane Mokheti, a third-year fashion student at the Vaal 
University of Technology, walked away with second 

prize in the Bernina “Queen of Hearts” competition.

She and fellow VUT students Dineo Monatisa, Dineo 
Mohale and Belina Matla took part in the competition 
that was held from 2-5 October among universities.

Competitors were required to design a traditional outfit 
for Miss South Africa to wear to the Miss World com-
petition.

Contestants had to submit their garments, a story 
board and motivational letters to go through to the top 
five.

Ms Mokheti designed a corset with an elaborate bow 
and Xhosa-inspired bias trimming along the bottom. 

She was awarded second prize and won a Bernina 
hamper for her efforts. 

“We all worked hard under the nerve-wracking and 
tense conditions and in limited time, but through it all 
I was filled with hope and excitement. I am now the 
proud owner of a Bernina sewing machine, an over-
locker and a steamer!” she said.

She said that she cannot wait to take her set home to 
Lesotho where she can start turning her designs into 
clothing.

Bernina is a leading sewing and embroidery manufac-
turer in South Africa.  

Puleng Maphisa 

Queen of hearts: Jane Mokheti 
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