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Vice-Chancellor’s Award recipients shine
Puleng Maphisa
One of the many impressive observations at
this year’s graduations is the fact that the
majority of graduates are women. This is a
clear indication that transformation is taking
place and certain fields are no longer
deemed male-dominated professions.
Mentioning this and her pride at seeing so
many young and passionate people wearing
their gowns, VUT’s Vice-Chancellor and
Principal, Professor Irene Moutlana officially
opened the 2017 Autumn Graduations with
the Faculty of Applied and Computer
Sciences on 3 April at the Vanderbijlpark
Vice-Chancellor’s Award in Biotechnology recipients:
Campus, Desmond Tutu Hall.
Evangeline Amar and Gary Mohlala
The Faculty of Applied and Computer Sciences conferred 466 VUT graduates with National Diplomas,
Baccalaureus Technologiaes (BTechs) and Magister Technologiaes (MTechs). Of the 466 graduates, a
total number of 15 students received cum laude achievement. And three well-deserving students
were honoured with the Vice-Chancellor’s Award in Biotechnology.
The students who receive this prestigious award are selected on their having obtained the highest
average in their Faculty.
Felicia Udochi, who was conferred a National Diploma in Biotechnology, Gary Mohlala with a BTech
in Biotechnology and Evangeline Amara with an MTech in Biotechnology were all honoured with the
Vice-Chancellor’s award.
Ms Amara, who comes from Nigeria, mentioned that she was excited to receive the award. She said
her gratitude firstly goes to God, for this opportunity was made possible by Him, and then to her
supervisor and co-supervisor for being part of her research.
In her speech, Professor Moutlana gave her heartfelt thanks to all parents for believing and giving
support to their children. “As a parent it is most difficult to send your children away for you do not
know what will happen to them. Your expectation is for them to come back as graduates and this
they have finally achieved,” she said.
Graduation ceremonies took place from 3-7 April at the Vandebijlpark Campus, Desmond Tutu Hall.
The Faculties conferred qualifications ranging from certificates, diplomas and degrees as follows:
Applied and Computer Sciences (466), Engineering and Technology (719), Human Sciences (422) and
Management Sciences (1082).

2017 Autumn Graduations opened by the Master’s of
the ceremony
Nontobeko Zondi
In line with its mission of creating a
scholarly environment conducive to
knowledge creation, learning and
innovation, Vaal University of Technology has once again shown what excellence truly is.
At its ceremony on 3 April, the Faculty
of Applied and Computer Science set
the tone with an impressive number
of six graduates receiving cum laude
Magister Technologiae degrees in one
day. This number indicates that some
of the research gaps in the country
have been filled.

The Department of Biotechnology conferred one cum laude in Master’s to Amara Unigwe; the Department
of Information Technology conferred three to Kazela Kazadi; Raoul Kwuimi and Tonderai Mapundu while the
Chemistry Department conferred two to Malvin Moyo and Benton Otieno.
These Master’s students tackled different aspects within their respective fields and have showcased their
capabilities that can be utilised by industry. They’ve certainly made VUT proud.

Overall Best Student is the epitome of academic excellence
Azande Ralephenya
Having a full-time career and studying
towards a postgraduate diploma is no easy
feat. What’s harder to achieve is a cum laude
pass. This
gentleman has attained all
this, proving he is the epitome of academic
excellence.
Vusizizwe Zwane, Sports Officer from the Sports
and Recreation Department at VUT, received his
Postgraduate Diploma in Higher Education on 5
April at the Faculty of Human Sciences graduation ceremony. Not only did he graduate cum
laude, he received the Vice-Chancellor’s Award
with an average of 88% and the Council’s Award
for Overall Best Student in 2016. This is one of
the highest achievements a graduate can
receive.

Epitome of excellence: Vusizizwe Zwane is a man
on an academic mission.
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A well-poised, calm and
friendly young man greets
me as I approach him for a
quick interview after his
moment of glory. I asked him
how he felt about receiving
his awards.
Mr Zwane
expressed that he did not
expect to receive either of the
awards and was overjoyed: “I
normally don’t like attending
these functions, but I really
enjoyed it today,” he said.
Apart from this qualification,
he also has a BA degree in
Sports Communication from
UJ and a Diploma in Sports
Science from the Health and
Fitness Professionals Association in Cape Town where he
lived for 14 years.

Epitome of excellence: Vusizizwe Zwane is a man on an academic
mission.

Born and raised in Evaton, he attended a local primary and high school. He is, however, quite the globetrotter
and has travelled to countries many can only dream of seeing. His passport has stamps from countries such as
the UK, USA, Saudi Arabia, Botswana, Zanzibar, Tanzania, Morocco, Germany and Turkey. He said he would like
to emigrate to Germany because he’s visited the country a few times before and has become well acquainted
with the culture. It would also be an opportunity for his personal development and to further expand his
knowledge.
He has a clear vision and plan for his future which includes studying further and obtaining his Master’s Degree
in Sports Science. He said he wouldn’t mind trying his hand at lecturing too, should the opportunity present
itself.
It is evident by the way he speaks, that he’s a firm believer in living life to the fullest and always putting your
best foot forward. Besides being an avid reader, he enjoys anything related to sports, health and fitness which
would explain how, at 35 years old, he looks no older than 25!

Management Science Courses Prove a Favourite Among Students
Thabiso Sechele
With over 1 000 students graduating, the Faculty of Management Sciences has the largest number of
graduates and is proud of this achievement. It seems this Faculty’s courses that are a hit with many.
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Women are making their mark
in
Human
Resource
Management as they came
out top of their class at the
graduation ceremony held on
Wednesday, 5 April.
Of the 110 students who
graduated in Human Resource
Management, the top nine
were women. Zandile Dlamini
received the Vice-Chancellor’s
Award for obtaining the
highest average in her Faculty
for the National Diploma
qualification.

Women power: These ladies graduated top of their
class in Human Resource Management
“Seeing ladies excel in this manner shows that the world is evolving and women will no longer be regarded
as second best,” said Francisca Linsani from the Western Cape, who is also one of the top achievers. She
added that she will be studying further with the university while trying to find employment.
Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Prof Irene Moutlana, said she is very happy that this Faculty is growing
steadily. A few years ago there was only one session for the graduation ceremony, now the university hosts
four sessions over a period of two days for the Faculty of Management Sciences alone.
She further encouraged graduates to go out there and represent the university with the skills they have
attained. She advised them to use their skills to bring about positive change in the world and never to forget
to keep learning as much as they can to keep those powerful minds sharp.

Poobie Pillay adds a DTech to his impressive list of qualifications
Qhawekazi Memani
Poobie Pillay, who was born in Durban and
who now resides in Johannesburg, was
awarded a Doctorate of Technologiae
Degree (DTech) in Business Logistics on 5
April.
This is just one more qualification that he
can add to his impressive list of credentials.
He already holds a National Diploma in
Purchasing Management, a Bachelor of
Technology degree in Logistics from the
University of South Africa, a Postgraduate
Diploma in Business Studies as well as a
Master’s of Business Administration from the
Management College of South Africa.
He has completed the Executive Programme at the University of Virginia’s Darden School of Business and
contributed a paper on Ethics and BEE that will be used in the MBA curriculum at Darden.
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His thesis was titled: “An empirical exploration of supply
chain constraints facing the construction industry in
South Africa.”
With a vast knowledge of business and a clear passion for
it, Mr Pillay has long played an active role in
transformation within SA, especially with the training and
development of emerging entrepreneurs.
He has successfully trained more than 2500 owners of
micro-enterprises over the past few years and focuses
mainly on alleviating unemployment in the rural areas of
the country.

The harder the conditions, the harder you work
Thabiso Sechele
Ejike Christian Nonyelum, from Nigeria, is an Engineering student in Computer Systems who proved
that hard work pays and no obstacle should put one
down. He graduated at the Faculty of Engineering
and Technology’s graduation ceremony on Thursday,
6 April.
Mr Nonyelum is an amputee. However, he does not
let the fact that he is different bring him down. Apart
from his medical challenges, he says that being a
foreigner is also quite difficult for him. He says, however, that this has built his character and will. He said
the harder the situations, the harder he has had to
work to prove to himself and to others that nothing is
impossible. “If things come easy, one never gets the
opportunity to work hard and be a stronger person,”
he said.
The VUT community knows Mr Nonyelum as being
very active through his involvement in Enactus − an
organisation that supports students with work placement and entrepreneurship training.
When asked how he balances both his studies and
active participation in Enactus, he placed emphasis
on time management, which is what he values most.
He encourages current students to do their work as
early as they can and to sort out their affairs as there
are many obstacles that may come their way.

No barriers to learning: Ejike Christian
Nonyelum doesn’t let his physical challenges
get in the way of success.
“Management of personal issues and other issues will ensure that they do not clash with your academic
work. Also remember the harder you work, the easier things become.”
He is thankful to his lecturers who have contributed to his success. He said Enactus also played a huge role
with their continued support throughout his varsity life.
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Graduate willing to share his expertise

Baccalaureus Technologiae graduate, Mr Selebogo Mogorosi
Qhawekazi Memani
Mr Selebogo Mogorosi, who
was born in the heart of the
Vaal, in Sebokeng, was
awarded a Baccalaureus
Technologiae degree at the
Engineering and Technology
Faculty graduation ceremony
held on 6 April.
In 1993 he was awarded a
National Diploma in Electrical Engineering in the same
hall. Years later, he walked
onto the same stage with
pride to obtain his BTech. He
described the journey as
challenging, but also doable.

After finishing his diploma he
knew what his goal was and he
decided to pursue it. He
currently holds an electrical
maintenance position at Eskom.
In her speech, the ViceChancellor and Principal,
Professor Irene Moutlana made
a call to all graduates, encouraging them to plough back into
the economic and global
development of their societies
and countries at large.

Heeding her call, Mr Mogorosi
has promised to give back by
exposing the young generation
living in the townships to
opportunities available as well as
educating them about the skills
that are needed by the country.
He would like to share the skills
that he has acquired throughout
his journey with others.
He believes it is through mentorship programmes that the gaps
we have in this country can be
bridged. He’s offered to share his
expertise and wants to see the
younger generation prosper.

6

Twins bag their third qualification and are aiming for more
Azande Ralephenya
Johnny and John Serati proudly
walked up onto the stage in the
Desmond Tutu Hall on the
evening of 5 April to collect their
third qualification, Postgraduate
Diplomas in Higher Education.
This was a proud moment for
the Serati twins; they’ve accomplished just one of their many
goals.
“This is our third qualification
together, same course, same
modules, same everything! We
just happen to share the exact
same interests and ended up
studying the same course
together,” said Johnny.

No sibling rivalry: From left are Johnny and John Serati

This was a proud moment for the Serati twins; they’ve accomplished just one of their many goals.
“This is our third qualification together, same course, same modules, same everything! We just
happen to share the exact same interests and ended up studying the same course together,” said
Johnny.
Their first two qualifications, undergraduate and Honours degrees in Development Management
were done at the North West University. They then came to VUT to do their postgraduate diplomas.
The Serati’s currently live in Sasolburg and are originally from Heilbron in the Free State. However,
they travel to and from Heilbron every day because they both teach Natural Science and Technology
to children in Grades 4-7 at the local primary school. The future of some of our children is literally in
their hands!
John and Johnny both want to pursue their PhDs in Higher Education, and hope to be lecturers one
day.

Mnisi Twins Keep Making Mom Proud
Thabiso Sechele
Ms Mnisi, the mother of
Malibongwe and
Mayibuye was very proud
to see her twins graduate.
One graduated from the
Vanderbijlpark campus
and the other from the
VUT Secunda campus.
On 5 April Ms Mnisi went
to the Vanderbijlpark

campus as Mayibuye was
graduating in the Faculty of
Management Science, and on 11
April she was in Secunda for
Malibongwe’s graduation in the
Faculty of Human Sciences.
Both were conferred their
diplomas and are among the 2919
students who graduated at the
autumn graduations ceremonies
hosted across VUT campuses.

“I would like to thank the
mighty one for giving my
twins an opportunity to
study and be where they
are today and I am glad my
boys’ hard work has paid
off,” said the proud mother.
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A moment worth celebrating as siblings graduate with BTechs
Qhawekazi Memani
“Joining the VUT cohort of
Alumni is a momentous,
long-awaited day for many. It
is also a joyous time for higher
education and those who
have contributed immensely
in moulding and giving
confidence to these
graduates,” said VUT’s Vice
Chancellor and Principal,
Professor Irene Moutlana in
her congratulatory speech to
all graduates. It’s not often
that siblings graduate at the
same time, but when it
happens it is something worth
writing home about.

The Mvubu siblings: Bakithi and Nosimilo Mvubu
The Bakithi family’s double portion of success comes in the form of Mvubu and Nomsilo Bakithi.
Born and raised in the famous South Western Township of Gauteng or Soweto, this brother and sister were
both conferred their Baccalaureus Technologiae (BTech) dgrees in Information Technology at the Faculty of
Applied Sciences graduation ceremony.
The siblings were both elated and are looking forward to a great future ahead. “The secret recipe is
perseverance. It is perseverance that has brought us so much joy today, perseverance is the mother of all
success,” they said.
They are both working in the Gauteng Province and aspire to achieve more in the near future.

Enactus VUT celebrates the outstanding achievements of
their members
Qhawekazi Memani
The VUT Enactus team is celebrating the outstanding achievements of 15 of its members during the
Autumn Graduation week. These members were awarded their diplomas and degrees in various fields of
study at the Desmond Tutu Hall from 3 to 7 April.
The Enactus team is made up of diverse individuals, each of whom brings a different element to their
structure. They represent all four VUT faculties.
Many of the members credit Enactus and its focus on work placements for a lot of their skills.
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The following students are now officially qualified in their field:
Esinalo Monakali has a National
Diploma in Industrial Engineering;
Lucia Sangweni has a National
Diploma in Logistics Management;
Ofentse Madumo has a National
Diploma in Marketing;
Subair Mobolaji has a National
Diploma in Marketing − cum laude;
Refiloe Moleko has a National
Diploma in Logistics Management;
Kutullo Matloga has a National
Diploma in Marketing;

Katlego Nche has a National
Diploma in Marketing;
Lehlohonolo Ntoele has a National
Diploma in Marketing;
Tshepang Hlakoana has a National
Diploma in Biomedical Technology;
Mpho Thoahlane has a National
Diploma in Marketing;
Thabo Kakule has a National
Diploma in Marketing;
Gary Mohlale has a National
Diploma in Biomedical Technology

and was awarded the
Vice-Chancellor’s Award;
Christian Ejike has a National
Diploma in Computer Engineering;
Gilbraltar Lephalala has a
Baccalaureus in Metallurgical
Engineering; and
Madibeng Masike has a
Baccalaureus in Logistics
Management.

It has been a motivating and proud moment for all of them.
“Take charge of your life: planning and time management are essential for success. Work and pray and
then anything is possible,” said Kutullo Matloga
“I feel honoured to be where I am and I believe without God’s favour, grace and strength I wouldn’t be
here. I would like to encourage the students coming after me to persevere, even in tough times. Be
involved in extra mural activities to broaden your knowledge and acquire skills that classes won’t
provide,” said Esinalo Monakali, who is currently on a graduate programme at a glass manufacturing
company in Springs.
“Many believe that leaving university means the end to participation in various structures. It’s not the
case with Enactus VUT. Enactus has become a family whether one is still a student or graduate. This is
also the reason why there is a network of students who are currently in the field of work in different
industries who come back and plough back into the VUT community the different skills learned out
there. We have said goodbye to 15 members, we have shared some amazing experiences with them
and we wish them great success in what the world has to offer,” said the Enactus President, Masingita
Marungwana.

Standing ovation for lecturers
Thabiso Sechele
Autumn graduations at the
Vanderbijlpark Campus closed
off in a memorable way for two
staff members who graduated
with a Magister Technologiae
from the Faculty of Human
Sciences on 7 April.
Ms Sibongile Kunene is a Public
Relations Lecturer who received

her MTech in Public Relations
Management. She was awarded
for her excellent dissertation:
“Determining the contribution
of online corporate
communications to brand
reputation among Generation Y
customers in the Vaal Region”.
Ms Kunene compiled her

research under the supervision
of Ms A Munyawiri and Mr
Lazarus Maleho.
Another employee to receive
her Master’s was Ms Matshepo
Thibudi, a Fine Art lecturer in
the Creative Department.
Studying for her MTech in Fine

9

Art allowed her to look at women’s
issues in the Vaal. Her exact
dissertation title was:
“Commemorative portraiture: The
artistic representation of black
women from the Vaal Region in key
positions”. Ms Thibudi completed her
research under the supervision of Dr
Peters and Ms Linda du Preez. She

says her next big move is
completing her PhD, which she
recently enrolled for. Packed as it
was, the excited audience in the
Desmond Tutu Hall stood up,
ululated and applauded when they
saw these two young graduates on
stage. Ms Kunene and Ms Thibudi’s

students were proud of their
lecturers.
Many of their students were
also graduating with their
national diplomas.

Officially a university graduate after 20 years
Puleng Maphisa
Ms Zondo applied for and
started studying towards
her National Diploma for
Safety Management in
2014, she officially received
her qualification at the
2017 autumn graduations.
Ms Zondo is not only an
inspiration to her peers, but
also to her children as this is
her first ever tertiary
qualification, after
completing her matric 20
years ago.

Ms Jessie Fikile Zondo,
started working at the Vaal
University of Technology
(VUT) as a tea lady, cook
and waitress at Lapeng in
2004. In 2009 she moved to
the postal and faxes office
as a service worker and a
driver where she was then
motivated to finally pursue
her studies and become a
student again.

Ms Jessie Fikile Zondo
“Studying and working is difficult as a mother of 3 kids. One of my children passed on as I was on my way
to write my last semester test, I received a call notifying me that my son has passed on and I had to cancel
my test. This was a tough time for me, it was not easy but I managed to cope through the situation, and
gathered strength to push forward,” said Ms Zondo.
Ms Zondo is an example that everyone has the ability to achieve their dreams only if they go for them.
She has made it even in the most difficult times. After waiting for 20 years, she is now officially a university
graduate.
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First cohort of Ecotourism Management students graduate
Thabiso Sechele
The Faculty of
Human Science’s
graduation
ceremony, which
was hosted on 7
April, conferred
diplomas to the first
cohort of graduates
in Ecotourism
Management. The
course is one of a
number that were
created and offered
in response to the
changing demands
of education and
modern society.

One for the VUT history books: The first cohort of Ecotourism Management
graduates
Christinah Maledu graduated cum laude as did Laura Makhuvele. Ms Makhuvele is already employed at
OR Tambo International and said the field she is in requires that she be multi-skilled and well qualified.
She is proud to have attained this qualification and says it will be one of many more to come.
Other graduates of this historic event are: Portia Chabedi, Tebogo Kgohloane, Lebohang Mahlala,
Sibusiso Mahlomoja, Dario Msimango, Khanyisile Ngidi, Sedzani Tambani and TshiamoThusi.

“Vaal University of Technology helped shape my promising
future”
Puleng Maphisa
Mr Siphiwe Mazibuko, Risk
Manager at Nedbank, is a proud
Vaal University of Technology
(VUT) alumnus. He started his first
year in 2002 studying Internal
Auditing under the Faculty of
Management Sciences and
graduated with a Diploma in 2004.
Sharing his journey with us,
Siphiwe explains how he climbed

the corporate ladder with the skills
and confidence gained through
VUT, despite the many challenges
he’s faced. In 2008 he was
employed as a lecturer at
Sedibeng College, later that year
he then worked at the Emfuleni
Local Municipality as a waste
collector. Siphiwe’s hunger for
growth and success pushed him

further, while still working at
Emfuleni, he applied for and got a
job as an internal auditor at the
public library. After 14 months he
left Emfuleni and worked for an
insurance company for a year. This
unfortunately didn’t last as his
contract was not extended. He
was unemployed for two years.
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Being resilient, he decided to
put his free time to good use
and applied for his BTech in
2015, he graduated in record
time. His career has
blossomed since then.
Siphiwe is now moving up
on the ranks and will be the
Regulatory Risk Monitoring
Officer for Nedbank Retail
and Business Banking from
the month of May.
“I am were I am today
because of VUT and would
like to thank the institution
for giving me the platform to
shine as an individual and be
their graduate,” he said.

VUT Alumnus: Mr Siphiwe Mazibuko, Risk Manager at Nedbank

VUT’s honoured to have alumni such as Siphiwe flying the flag high and living out our missions to
produce employable graduates who can make an impact in society.

Finally qualified and ready to lead
Thabiso Sechele
Young people are often
encouraged to start their own
businesses and contribute to
the country’s economy. Engel
Mokgobi, a Public Relations
Management graduate, did
exactly that.
Ms Mokgobi hails from
Limpopo and she’s even more
determined to succeed after
graduating with a National
Diploma in Public Relations
Management. She recently
founded Engel Winx PR and
Events to assist companies
with their corporate
communications
requirements.
This remarkable young lady
registered to study at VUT in

2010 and then took on
various internship
programmes to gather
practical knowledge. She
started by volunteering at VUT
FM as a news reader, reporter,
producer and stand-in
presenter for various shows.
She did that for five years and
later interned at Emfuleni Local
Municipality. Recently, SABC’s
communication department in
Limpopo offered her another
internship. While studying, Ms
Mokgobi met with various
challenges which included lack
of finance and losing her
mother. She was kept
motivated by the words of her

senior lecturer Ms Bongi
Mokaeane who assured her
that her willpower would allow
her to make it, no matter how
long it took.
VUT FM staff members
supported and cheered for her
during her big moment as
none of her family members
could make it.
“I am thankful and very lucky
to have the support of my VUT
FM family who called me “BBC”
as they see my growth
potential in this industry,” said
Ms Mokgobi
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First Time Top Achiever At Ekhuruleni Campus
Puleng Maphisa
The graduation ceremonies
continued at VUT’s sites of
delivery during the week of 10
to 13 April.
Ekurhuleni Campus held their
graduation ceremony on 10
April, and for the first time in
its history, a student was
conferred the
Vice-Chancellor’s (VC’S) award.
Mr Micheal Adeoye a
Marketing student obtained
the highest average in his
faculty.
This was a moment of honour
for Mr Adeoye, particularly
because he is the first person
to receive this award at the
campus. “It was difficult years
for, me but I believe my

prayers and parents prayers in
Nigeria has done a lot for me. I
have passed through a lot of
trials like xenophobic attacks
but on top of it all I have
learned to rise up and I give
Glory to God,” said Mr Adeoye.
Vice-Chancellor and Principal,
Professor Irene Moutlana
congratulated the student and
said this is the beginning of
new things. “Go out and
outshine yourself, make VUT
more proud,” she said.
The student expressed his
gratitude by giving a word of
thanks to the institution, his
lecturers and friends for
supporting him throughout
the years. He stated that

without their continued
support he wouldn’t have
received this award.

Michael Adeoye, recipient of the VC'S award

Miss Pfunzo gets engaged on her graduation day
Thabiso Sechele

“This is a moment in my
life that I will never
forget as I got double
the prize; graduating
and getting engaged,”
said the elated fiancée.
The Vaal University of
Technology
congratulates her and
wishes her all the best
in her future
endeavours. May she
forever get double
blessings as she did on
her graduation day.

Machaba Pfunzo, an Electrical
Engineering graduate,
experienced a bit of shock and a
lot of joy when her partner
proposed to her in front of
everyone, right after she had
received her BTech on 6 April.
Ms Pfunzo was not expecting this
at all as she was just happy to
finally graduate. She was taken
aback when her boyfriend went
down on one knee to pop the big
question. Of course she said yes to
the love of her life!

On bended knee: Machaba
Pfunzo’s fiancé surprised her
with a marriage proposal on
her graduation day.

This publication is produced by Corporate Affairs team and VUT staff
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