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As the season changes, a new beginning 

dawns for graduates at the Vaal 

University of Technology (VUT) as the Autumn 

Graduation Ceremonies got underway from 

11 to 15 April 2016 at the Vanderbijlpark 

campus.  They were held at satellite campuses 

on 19 April, Secunda Campus; 20 April, 

Ekurhuleni Campus and 21 April, Upington 

Campus.  A gala dinner marked the occasion 

on 22 April at Upington Campus.

This year is particularly poignant for the 

institution as we celebrate 50 years of 

academic excellence - from our beginnings 

as a Technical College to the now renowned 

University of Technology, drawing students 

from almost 30 countries and producing over 

50 000 graduates.

Management, council members, captains 

of industry and other important dignitaries 

graced the various occasions with their 

presence. Parents and guardians came from all 

parts of the country to join the celebrations in 

honour of the graduates. 

This year, 2755 graduates received their 

diplomas and degrees. Special awards included 

the Vice-Chancellor’s Award, The Council’s 

Award, House of Roleen Floating Trophy and 

the Overall Best Student from the Faculty of 

Applied and Computer Sciences.

In this year’s graduation ceremonies, we were 

privileged to host esteemed guest speakers 

namely: Mr Stephen Ramotshehoa Leie, Dr 

Frans Ramusi,  Mr Richard Chinomona, Mr 

Tshepiso Dumasi (VUT Alumnus), Mr Wesley 

Lazarus, Mr Herman Thlako,  Ms Simangele 

Soni, Mr Manglin Pillay, Ms Siphokazi 

Kwatubana and Dr Robert Tshikhudo. Dr 

Tshikhudo, from the Council for Scientific 

and Industrial Research (CSIR), used humour 

to explain the importance for our country 

to produce black industrialists. His talk was 

aptly titled: Explore, Dream and Discover.  

He encouraged graduates not to become 

complacent, telling them they can rest but 

should not quit: “Life is full of challenges, but 

don’t ever lose sight of your goals. Persevere 

until the very end,” he concluded. 

Addressing the audience, VUT Vice-Chancellor 

and Principal, Professor Irene Moutlana 

said: “There is a space in the world for each 

graduate to occupy.  You are not the future, 

but the future belongs to you, that’s the 

difference.” She further said that a person’s 

success is measured by the amount they give 

and do for others.   

“Despite all odds, you have reached the 

finishing line, so help others with your kind 

deeds to also get there. People are depending 

on your unique skills and talent,” she said. 

 

In conclusion, Prof Moutlana said that the 

VUT has proudly created highly employable 

graduates with unique skills, gatekeepers, 

agents of transformation and knowledge 

creators who can be instantly incorporated 

into different sectors of society.

Executive Mayor of Emfuleni Municipality and 

VUT’s Chairperson of Council, Councillor SM 

Mofokeng was the keynote speaker at one of 

the graduation ceremonies.   He applauded 

VUT for producing graduates who make 

a meaningful impact on society.  He was 

touched to see two VUT security personnel 

obtain their qualifications. 

He then emphasised the quote by former 

South African President Nelson Mandela:  

“Education is the most powerful weapon that 

you can use to change the world.” 

VUT organised a successful gala dinner in 

partnership with local business community 

in Upington on 22 April.  ABSA sponsored and 

partnered with VUT on this event
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Editorial Message

Mr Mike Khuboni

On behalf of VUT, we would like to congratulate all our 

graduates for having achieved their hard-earned success 

during Autumn Graduation Ceremony.  We want to say we 

salute you and Viva academia.   

We thank VUT Management for creating an enabling 

environment and making it possible for students to attain 

www.vut.ac.za
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EDITORIAL TEAM
their goals.  It was also noted during this graduation ceremony 

that more staff members received their qualifications in various 

fields of interest.  We applaud our colleagues for a job well done.  

Your achievement will serve as motivation for some of us to do 

the same.  Lifelong learning is the way to go today.  You are never 

too old to learn.   

We would like to express our gratitude to all of esteemed 

guest speakers during graduation.  They were all enlightening, 

informative, inspiring and motivating in their talks.     

Our accolades go to academia, the people who impart their 

skills and knowledge and shape the future of our youth.   It was 

evident from some of our guest speakers that our graduates 

make a remarkable impact in industry and society as a whole 

where they contribute.   We also thank parents, relatives and 

guardians for the support they gave to the graduates to be able 

to complete their studies and to realise their dreams.

We thank you

Mike Khuboni

Executive Director

Corporate Affairs

GUEST SPEAKERS

Dr Robert Tshikhudo

Dr Frans Ramusi

Mr Wesley Lazarus 

Cllr Simon Mofokeng
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Award winner aims to be a catalyst of change

“No matter where you are from, your dreams are valid...” the 

quote by Lupita Nyong’o; Kenyan actress and film director and 

Yale master’s degree graduate, best describes Mahadi Lesaoana’s 

life story. 

Mahadi, 23, is the sixth child of Mataemane Christina and 

Mothosele Julius Lesaoana’s eight children. She started her 

primary schooling in 1999 at Motlotlo Primary School in 

Sebokeng. It was during this time that she developed a passion 

for chess and soccer and went on to win many accolades in both 

activities at junior level. 

Mahadi attended high school at Botebo Tsebo Secondary and 

completed her matric in 2010. She excelled in Maths and 

Science and received the school’s first Best Student award. 

She was later selected to represent her school in the Matrix 

Uploaded Maths Challenge which was broadcast by the SABC. 

Mahadi also excelled in Accounting and, as a result, she was 

chosen to participate in the Thuthuka Development Programme 

established by the South African Institute of Chartered 

Accountants (SAICA). 

In 2009, in recognition of her dedication, outstanding leadership 

and personal qualities, Mahadi was nominated as the Chairperson 

of Emmanuel Roman Catholic Church’s Alter Servers, a position 

she held for three years. She was also a member of the Ahanang 

Community Outreach Programme – a non-profit organisation 

that offers home-based care for families affected by HIV/AIDS.

After taking a break from her studies, Mahadi enrolled for 

a National Diploma in Analytical Chemistry in 2012 and 

completed her B Tech in 2015 at the Vaal University of 

Technology, with exceptional results. She is currently a Master’s 

student in Chemistry under the supervision of Dr VE Pakade.

She was awarded the Vice-Chancellor’s Award and 

the Overall Best Student Award 2015 at the recent 

graduation ceremony.

“As a young black, South African woman, I am 

extremely honoured and appreciative to have 

received these awards at such a young age.  These 

have really shown that my dreams are indeed valid.  

I am so happy that I cannot even find the perfect 

words to describe it.   I would not have made it 

without the great support from my family and 

God.  They just have always been my foundation of 

strength.  My parents, my seven siblings and my late 

uncle Matlali Ntholi - inspired and made me value 

education. Actually everyone in that big, warm family 

deserves my greatest, extensive gratitude,” she said.

“To my fellow students, hard work does really pay.  Honestly, 

what you put in is definitely what you will get out.  I have always 

worked hard and aimed only for the best. Otherwise, I have 

always shared my knowledge with others. By teaching others, 

the concepts are reinforced in my mind, which allows me to 

perform better in my own courses.”

Above and beyond academic pursuits, Mahadi is a multifaceted 

Nontobeko Zondi

young lady striving to become a philanthropist in order to make 

an impact in communities. She believes strongly in servant 

leadership and being a catalyst of positive change. 

Ms Mahadi Lesaoana

Mr Stephen Ramotshehoa Leie

Dr Richard Chinomona

Dr Siphokazi Kwatubana

Mr Herman Thlako

Ms Simangele Soni

Mr Manglin Pillay
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Perseverance wins awards and a sense of achievement

Mampone Lebohang Lesego Matsoso strives to be the best in 

all she does.

She studied a National Diploma in Public Relations and 

Communications at the University of Johannesburg, did 

her Diploma Programme in Retail Management and Project 

Management with Executive Education and recently graduated 

with a BTech in Public Relations Management from the Vaal 

Mr Neil Van Rensburg

Mampone Lebogang Lesego Matsoso

University of Technology for which she was awarded a Vice-

Chancellor’s Award.

 Mampone, who was raised in the Vaal Triangle and matriculated 

from Potchefstroom High School for Girls, credits her parents for 

her achievements as they encouraged her studies.

“Graduating means that I have achieved that which I have set 

out to do. I quit my job at the end of 2014 and moved back 

home to pursue my BTech. This graduation means more than I 

can even begin to describe. It means that I have awarded myself 

the opportunity of education, knowledge and success,” says 

Lebohang. 

She says that she was not expecting to receive the Vice-

Chancellor’s Award and it was an emotional and very powerful 

moment in her life. She said that her parents are ecstatic and 

very proud that she made it. Lebohang is currently working in 

the Marketing Department for a large International organisation 

whole doing her MTech with the Vaal University of Technology. 

She wishes to be an icon of excellence to her peers and younger 

girls: “I do small group motivational speaking and want to change 

the perception of future generations; anything is possible only if 

you believe,” she says.

 “No road is easy. Things get tough and we lose sight of our goals, 

but never, never lose sight of who you are and what you want 

to be. Choose your friends wisely; they are a reflection of where 

you are going. Find faith in the God you believe in, it is very 

important,” she adds.

Selina Rapulane

Always strive for higher goals

Mr Neil Van Rensburg, a lecturer in the Electronic Engineering 

Department, was awarded his MTech and the Vice-Chancellor’s 

Award during the graduation ceremonies held last week. Not 

willing to stop there, he is already planning to register for his 

DTech this year.

He will focus on water purification which has become an 

important topic in our daily lives because of the ever-increasing 

demand for clean and drinkable water. “I would like the 

knowledge I obtained during my studies to help the community 

which I am a part of,” he said.

He believes that graduation is a public manifestation of his 

achievement, hard work, and dedication. He also hopes that it is 

a motivation to other students that they too can achieve their 

goals and reach their dreams. 

“I already have a BTech degree, but graduating with a Master’s 

and the Vice–Chancellor’s Award at 30 truly means that age is 

irrelevant and one can persevere against all odds,” he said.

In encouraging the young stars of the future, he said: “There is 

no easy route to follow and no short cut to take. There is just 

hard work and dedication that will pay off at the end, if you 

stay committed and focused.”  Neil was born in Vanderbijlpark, 

where he attended both primary and high school. After high 

school he enrolled at Potchefstroom’s North West University, in 

2007, for electronic engineering. 

After a year he decided that it was not for him and he was lucky 

enough to move back home and enrol at the Vaal University of 

Technology in 2007 where he completed his BTech. He started 

working at the University part-time in 2010, helping in the labs 

and presenting practical classes. He enrolled for his MTech in 

2012.

Neil was raised by both parents who are still happily married 

after 40 years. They have always supported and encouraged 

him throughout all his endeavours and were able to fund his 

Diploma. After his Diploma, his part-time job at the VUT allowed 

him to fund his BTech. And in 2012 when he started his Master’s 

he was awarded the Hubs and Spokes grant which he hopes he 

will be able to gain in order to complete his DTech.

His qualifications are: National diploma: Engineering: Electrical 

(obtained 2009), Baccalaureus Technologiae: Engineering: 

Electrical (obtained 2011) and now a Magister Technologiae: 

Engineering: Electrical.

 “I would like to thank my family, friends and mentors and the 

University for their ongoing support, as well as the Hubs and 

Spokes grant which made it possible for me to successfully 

complete my Master’s Degree,” he said.

Nontobeko Zondi
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Hard work earns the VC’s award

Mojalefa Ndhlovu was awarded the 2015 Vice-Chancellor’s 

Award for obtaining the highest average in Biotechnology. 

Mojalefa hails from the village of Taaisbotch Groot in Limpopo. 

He attended Maseti Primary until Grade 6 and then relocated 

to Gauteng where he studied and matriculated at Fumana 

Comprehensive School with an admission to a Bachelor’s degree 

in 2011.

In 2012 he enrolled at the Vaal University of Technology to 

study Biotechnology. He claims to have chosen the institution 

because of its good reputation for technology. In September 

2015 he obtained a National Diploma in Biotechnology, Cum 

Laude. 

He has since completed his in-service training with Senim 

International where he says he was able to learn a wide variety 

of skills as well as practical experience which has prepared him 

for the world of work. 

Mojalefa said he was not expecting the award and thought he 

was just a guest to the ceremony. He said it was a privilege 

and honour: “Setting goals is one thing, but it’s another thing 

executing and accomplishing them. Hard work, sleepless nights, 

waking up early to go to the library, respecting and appreciating 

the fact that I am at university is what helped me to make it 

through. 

Not everyone is privileged enough to go to university, some are 

longing for such opportunities but have no means. I encourage 

students to work very hard and understand who they are and 

their backgrounds. It is still possible,” he concluded.

Qhawekazi Memani

Mr Mojalefa Ndhlovu

Late evening study has paid off

Mr Etienne Beukes recently graduated with a Baccalaureus 

Technologiae in Electrical Engineering (Cum Laude) and also 

received the Vice-Chancellor’s Award at the ceremonies held 

last week. Not satisfied to stop there he is currently deciding 

between enrolling for a Master’s Degree in Electrical Engineering 

or a Master’s in Business Administration. 

His graduation has meant that he has accomplished part of a 

goal that he set for himself a while ago: “Having my second 

qualification at the age of 27 means that I am on the right track 

and that I need to focus on obtaining my third qualification by 

the age of 30,” he said.

He is currently working as a Service Engineer for a company in 

Sandton that specialises in laboratory equipment. His advice to 

his peers is: “Never give up! Attend all your classes and always 

do homework. Yes, homework is very important!”

“I am proud of myself for achieving my goal and for not giving up 

when times got difficult. My parents always said to me that my 

hard work would pay off and I can honestly say that Graduation 

Day made all the effort and late evenings of studying worth 

every bit,” he said.

Nontobeko Zondi

Mr Etienne Beukes

Sky’s the limit for engineering student

Setsome Tirelo, from a village in North West called Moshane, 

was awarded his National Diploma in Civil Engineering, cum 

laude, and the 2016 Vice-Chancellor’s Award in the Engineering 

and Technology Faculty this week.

After matriculating from Matswedi High School in North West, 

Setsome came to the Vaal to study in 2013. He said: “I don’t know 

how to begin to explain how I feel about my achievements. I am 

in so much shock; I don’t believe it. I am grateful to everyone 

who has helped me towards my success. It is also the choices 

I made that have brought about such overwhelming joy in my 

life.”

“I have always known that this day would come and this young 

man would achieve anything he set his mind to. He passed his 

mathematics with a distinction. I am so happy and proud of 

him,” said his Grade 11 and 12 maths teacher, Mr Mathabela.

Setsome is currently working in the Department of Trade and 

Industry and has advised fellow students to stay away from 

things that will hinder their progress and stay focused on their 

goals. He is planning to study and advance himself further.

Qhawekazi Memani

Mr Setsome Tirel, Vice Chancellor’s Award recipient

›

›



Osayuwamen Omoruyi, who graduated with a D.Tech Logistics 

grew up in Nigeria and attended Nnamdi Azikiwe University 

before joining VUT in 2005.  

While she was raised by both parents, her mom played a huge 

role in her success: “It is through her desires, dedications and 

hard work that I have achieved this height in my education and 

also, she is the reason I went to school,” she said

Through all the sleepless night, sacrifice, and ups and downs in 

the process of her education, Osayuwamen says she has learned 

a lot about her field of study and herself through VUT.

“As a foreign student (in terms of learning a different culture and 

language), it has meant a total transformation into a new me. It 

means I have come closer to my dreams.  Graduation makes me 

consider myself as very important because I can significantly 

contribute to the country’s economic growth and well-being. 

It means achievements, success, open doors and windows of 

opportunities to keep expanding my career. It means do not 

stop learning, improving and developing oneself.  In other words, 

it means permission to take another step further,” she said. 

Osayuwamen, who is currently working as a lecturer in VUT, 

says that her advice to young people is: “Know your dreams and 

pursue them with determination and dedication because it is 

not an easy road to travel. You need to believe and have faith in 

God as well as in yourself.”   

A VUT Post-graduate Research Scholarship funded her studies.
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Dedication can break through stereotypes

Ms Thembalethu Mazibuko was awarded the Vice-Chancellor’s 

Award at the Post Graduate Diploma in Higher Education 

graduation ceremony held at  VUT April 2016.

Thembalethu, one of three children, was raised by both parents 

in the Vaal Triangle. Her first memory of primary school was an 

unpleasant one:  “I remember my Grade One teacher wrongfully 

diagnosing me as a student with a learning impairment, simply 

because she did not recognise that the instructions she was 

giving for writing was for right-handed students and, as a left-

handed student, it seemed as though I was writing backwards! 

Fortunately, my mother (an Educational Psychologist) was able 

to remedy this situation when she realised I no longer wanted 

to go to school,” she said. In retrospect, that experience just 

made her determined to do her best in everything she does.

She completed her high school, and went straight to university.  

She completed her Master’s degree in Industrial Psychology 

(2013) and is currently a registered Industrial Psychologist 

working at Transnet Freight Rail, in the Human Capital 

Department. Her journey has not been easy: “As a black female 

you continuously have to work twice as hard as your white 

female counterparts to ensure that you receive the marks and 

recognition you deserve,” she said. 

She was rejected for doing her honours, based on her results, 

however she knew that her marks were way above the 

recommended minimum, and she therefore fought back. 

She raised this issue and sent several emails which eventually 

lend to her acceptance. When it comes to her education and 

future goals, she does not let anything or anyone deter her.  

Shortly after her internship she found herself, like thousands of 

other South Africans, sitting at home with a Master’s degree. 

Coming from a family of intellectuals she decided that she 

could not just sit at home and let the world pass her by. So, 

she enrolled for the Post Graduate Diploma in Higher Education 

here at the Vaal University of Technology. She says the course 

has really enriched her life and given her an understanding of 

how school systems work and what changes need to be made 

to ensure that we are on par with the global economy. 

Receiving the Vice-Chancellor’s Award, she says, is a testament 

that hard work does pay off and that as individuals, and 

specifically women, we need to keep pushing boundaries and 

eliminating stereotypes. 

“Graduating always reminds me that this is the end of this 

qualification and the beginning of the next. My parents have 

always exemplified how learning is a lifelong process and the 

older I get the more I experience this to be true! I never would 

have thought I would have accomplished so much at the age 

of 26, and I hope by God’s grace that I will have completed my 

PHD by the age of 30,” she said.

She knows that there are many young South Africans determined 

to get an education and positively impact our country. “All it 

takes is determination and dedication.  Our socio-economic 

backgrounds should not determine our paths, there are always 

ways to get to where we want to go,” she said. 

Nontobeko Zondi

Permission to take one step further

Qhawekazi Memani

Ms Osayuwamen Omoruyi, D-tech graduate

“It is through her desires, 

dedications and hard work that 

I have achieved this height in my 

education and also, she is the 

reason I went to school,
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VUT Employee obtains Doctorate

Malan van Tonder, a printing specialist at the VUT Science and 

Technology Park, can now call himself “Doctor” after being 

awarded his degree on April 14. 

After completing his MTech Degree, cum laude, in 2012 he 

enrolled for his Doctoral Degree and focused his research on the 

development of 3D inkjet printing heads for high viscosity fluids 

in the Additive Manufacturing field.

Dr Malan’s research looked at alternative ways to print materials, 

making the process more cost-effective and more efficient. This 

can be identified as the ground work for future research as it 

will be implemented with the printing of stem cells and graphite 

plates currently being undertaken by Professor Pienaar at the 

Vanderbijlpark Campus. 

Dr Malan attributes his expertise on Voxeljet Technology to the 

research he has been doing. He believes that having a qualified 

South African expert, who has acquired the knowledge and has 

the intentions of sharing it with others, is much more cost-

effective and sensible than having to find and fly in a German 

specialist to work on the machines. 

Asked whether he intends to publish any of his research in 

journals, he said yes. He has, in fact, published a few papers for the 

Southern Africa Telecommunication Networks and Applications 

Conference (SATNAC) and the Rapid Product Development 

Association of South Africa Conference (RAPDASA). 

Dr Malan’s future plans are to further this research as well as 

get involved with students who are pursuing a career in Additive 

Manufacturing at the Science Park and mentoring them:  

“Working as part of the specialist team entails more than just 

focusing on the 3D printing machines and their optimisation. 

It’s about finding ways to better your environment and the lives 

of others. 

“I have a lot of ideas for localising 3D printing. It is a big step, but 

if we don’t start now, we are never going to get there,” he said.  

Dr Malan advises people not to be afraid to further their studies 

and to go for any opportunity that allows one to become better 

and do better. 

Azande Ralephenya

Dr Malan van Tonder

Age is not a limit to achievement

The 45-year-old Liezel Rathbone, who is a registered Counsellor 

at Student Counselling and Support at the Vaal University of 

Technology assisting students with a wide range of difficulties 

from academic to life skills, has just earned her PhD from the 

University of Pretoria.

Selina Rapulane

Ms Liezel Rathbone with Masters Students that 
graduated at UP.

Her future plans are to see how best she can contribute to the 

youth of South Africa in assisting them to reach their dreams 

and goals; by staying on at VUT.  

On obtaining her PhD in Augmentative and Alternative 

Communication (AAC), she said: “The meaning of my 

achievements, in essence, is that it showed me perseverance and 

resilience as well as personal growth in the field of disability, 

especially with a vulnerable group such as adult women. In 

addition, it revealed the crucial 

importance of caregivers’ 

commitment and passion to 

their jobs within communities 

such as residential care 

facilities.”

She also thanks her husband 

for the love and support he 

showed her throughout all 

the years of studying and says 

that she couldn’t have done it 

all without him.

Liezel grew up in Vereeniging 

and attended Hoerskool Drie 

Riviere before embarking on 

her studies, part-time. She 

worked at several corporate 

companies to fund her studies.

During her pre-graduate studies she worked at Medicross Clinic 

for six years and then at North-West University for four years as 

a student assistant. She also lectured part-time, presenting Life 

Skills and an Introduction to Basic Counselling and Ethics before 

coming to the VUT. 

While she was busy with her BPsych degree at NWU she had to 

complete 720 hours practicum at different community centres, 

children’s homes, schools within the Vereeniging area, Mental 

Health Clinics as well as NGOs.

Her vast list of qualifications is:  BA (PU for CHE); BA (Psych) 

(North West University); 

BA (HONS) (NWU); MECI 

(Master’s in Early Childhood 

Intervention at University 

of Pretoria); and now a 

PhD in Augmentative and 

Alternative Communication 

(UP) in 2016. 

“The advice that I can give 

to students who wish to 

achieve greatly in their 

studies is that anything is 

possible if you put your 

mind to it. Also make use of 

the resources made available 

to you by the University 

(all the different Support 

Services).  Believe in yourself 

and always keep in mind 

that ‘You may not know where you’re going, but as long you 

spread your wings, the winds will carry you – C. Joy Bell’,” she 

says glowingly.
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No work no gain

Progress Hoves, who obtained a Doctor Technologiae: Business 

(Logistics) last week has her sights set very high.

 “My future plan is aiming for professorship and contributing to 

the body of knowledge through research: authorship of books 

and articles. This achievement is a great motivation for the 

future as it opens a lot of doors for my career path, and it also 

gives me pride to know that I can inspire others to follow the 

same route,” she says.

Progress, who is from Plumtree, Zimbabwe also worked while 

studying. She was a part-time lecturer in the Department of 

Logistics and was also involved in research and curriculum 

development for the new PGDip in Logistics and Advanced 

Diploma in Logistics. 

Her list of advice to other students is:  “Hard work and 

determination is the way to go - as the saying goes, no pain 

no gain. Time management is also key. Students should 

always manage their time well between different activities at 

school. Always volunteer your services to organisations and 

the Institution, especially community engagement activities.  

These can develop you into a better person and leader. Set 

your priorities (always ask yourself ‘why am I here?’). In short, 

whatever your hands find to do, do it with all your might!”

“I am grateful to the following for the funding of my studies: 

the government of Zimbabwe for the Presidential Scholarship 

(B Com), the Govan Mbeki Research and Development Centre at 

Fort Hare (B Com Hons, M Com), SAVUSA at Vrije (Msc Supply 

Chain Management and Advanced Management accounting 

exchange programmes) and the Hubs and Spokes at Vaal 

University of Technology (DTech). 

“I want to give glory to God for taking me this far. I also want 

to thank my husband and my family for their love and support 

throughout my studies. I am grateful to my promoters: Prof 

David Pooe and Dr Ken Mathu for their hard work, direction and 

support. I am also grateful to my colleagues from the Logistics 

Department for their support; my students have been great to 

me. I value their support,” she concluded.

Qhawekazi Memani

Ms Progress Hoves

Hard work reaps sweet rewards

Vaal University of Technology social worker Tumelo Metsing 

graduated last week with a Master’s from the University of 

Johannesburg. 

Tumelo was born and raised in Diepkloof, Soweto where he 

attended Madibane High School and matriculated with 80% 

for English.  He still describes himself as a township boy, even 

though he has a number of qualifications under his belt. His 

Master’s Degree in Social Work saw him specialising in Employee 

Assistance Programmes. He also has a certificate in Corporate 

Social Investment, obtained through Trialogue.

“I was raised by my grandmother and she has always been my 

pillar of strength. She instilled in me the value of working hard 

in everything that I do,” he said.  He has worked in the non-

governmental sector and in both the public and private sectors 

where he advocated for socio-economic related matters, social 

justice, equality and youth development. 

He says that the most significant aspect about him graduating 

with his Master’s is that he has learned a lot about himself 

and developed as a result. He says this is due to the fact that 

there are many challenges that one confronts during studying, 

especially at a post-graduate level. 

“Throughout my educational journey I have discovered that 

I form a new identity, new values and new attitudes. I was 

able to overcome many obstacles, challenges and completed 

my studies successfully. My future plan is to empower myself 

through ongoing learning and education. I’m busy working on 

a PHD proposal to be submitted to Wits with a focus on Higher 

Education.”

Tumelo is currently facilitating student empowerment through 

various interventions at VUT with the objective of taking the 

institution to new heights. “My advice to students will be based 

on the quotes by Aristole: ‘The roots of education are bitter but 

the rewards are sweet’ and the late Nelson Mandela:  ‘Education 

is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the 

world’. 

Tumelo’s undergraduate studies were funded by the NSFAS and 

his postgraduate studies were funded privately. 

Qhawekazi Memani

Ms Thato Metsing the wife, Mr Tumelo Metsing and 
Sandra Metsing the sister Quotes by Aristole:  ‘The roots of education are bitter but the

 rewards are sweet’
 and the late Nelson Mandela:  ‘Education is the most 

powerful weapon which you can use to change the world’. 



Campus Newsletter APRIL 2016 

www.vut.ac.za 9

Dare to Dream

Ms Tintswalo Mabuza with her parents, Prof R Mabuza and Mrs Mabuza

Tintswalo Mabuza, who works at the Vaal University Southern 

Gauteng Science and Technology Park, attained her BTech in 

Mechanical Engineering this week.  This achievement is the result 

of hard work and dedication which also took her to Germany for 

a new project focused on reducing carbon fuel consumption at 

the Danone SA plant.

Born in Limpopo, she moved to the Vaal with her parents when 

she was very little. She matriculated from  Sun crest High School 

in Vanderbijlpark before enrolling at VUT where her father, Prof 

Raymond Mabuza, is executive Dean in the Faculty of Applied 

and Computer Science.

 “I am currently in a division where we are trying to help 

industries to build infrastructures that will save energy and 

control energy consumption.  On a personal level, I would like to 

grow in the mechanical engineering field. I am striving to be a 

leader and to be able to transfer the skills I have acquired on to 

others. The fact that I have obtained my BTech this week means 

that I can achieve more, go further and help change society,” 

she said.  She advised other students to dare to dream, to know 

exactly what they want and the reasons why, when choosing a 

career path. This will assist them in living their purpose and thus 

enjoy their chosen career.

Qhawekazi Memani

Birds of a feather flock together

Two siblings have made their loving parents and the Vaal 

University of Technology very proud. Sifiso Joseph Nkosi (28) 

and his sister Gladys Rose Nkosi (26) are from a rural area, 

Elukwatini near Nelspruit in Mpumalanga.   

Sifiso obtained his National Diploma in Analytical Chemistry 

while Gladys a Diploma in Hospitality Management on April 

11. Their future plans are to own a company named after their 

family.

The siblings were funded by NSFAS and their very supportive 

parents have played a huge role in making sure that they always 

have what they needed for their studies.

 “I received a SETA Bursary through NSFAS during my second 

year and that encouraged me to do even better in my studies,” 

says Gladys.

 “Graduating means a lot to us because we worked hard and 

did not give up in obta ining our qualifications. Our parents are 

going to be filled with joy and pride.”

Sifiso is currently working while his sister will continue with her 

studies, doing a B-Tech.

 “The advice that we can give to other students who wish to see 

themselves graduate is that they should work hard and have 

faith. They should never give up even when the going is getting 

tough,” says Sifiso.

Selina Rapulane

Sifiso Nkosi and his sibling Gladys Nkosi
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Making retail dreams a reality

Ms Dorothy Sothoane, Mr Themba Nkgage and Ms Kediemetse Mokotsi; Director: Marketing and Public 
Relations

Mr Themba Nkgage, who hails from Tumahole Location in Parys, 

has turned hardship into opportunity and can now boast his 

National Diploma in Retail Management, having graduated last 

week.

Themba lost both his parents when he was still young.  He was 

adopted by Mrs Mongake who also passed away in 2014.  But, 

despite the difficulties, he still managed to complete his matric 

and worked part-time at Pick n Pay in Parys.

Themba was introduced to Ms Kediemetse Mokotsi, Director: 

Marketing and Public Relations by Mrs Dorothy Sothoane who 

requested assistance for him to study further at VUT.  Ms Mokotsi 

then secured funding from the De Beers Group for him to enrol 

for the foundation programme in Retail Business Management 

in 2012. Motivated by the retail background gained at Pick k 

n Pay, he successfully completed the foundation programme 

and was accepted into the National Diploma:  Retail Business 

Management which he successfully completed in 2015 without 

fail.

He is currently enrolled for a BTech in Retail Business 

Management with a full bursary from Checkers which has a close 

working relationship with the Department of Marketing at VUT.  

Checkers has committed to paying for his studies so that he can 

achieve his dream.  His intention is to enroll for a Master’s Degree 

with an international institution after completing his BTech.   

As part of his bursary, he also has holiday work with Checkers 

and will work for them for three years once he has completed 

his studies. “I am very excited after getting my qualification. I am 

hoping that the bursary company I am using can employ me as I 

am also currently busy with my Btech” Themba said.

“I am grateful for the money we received from De Beers which 

laid a foundation for Themba to continue his studies at VUT. And 

now, with support from Checkers, I have no doubt that he will 

achieve his dream because he is a hard worker and committed to 

his studies,” said Ms Mokotsi. 

Nontobeko Zondi

Heroes indeed come from humble beginnings

Mr Nceba Tafani and Kheledi Hope

Qhawekazi Memani

Amongst our students and staff members graduating last week 

were two VUT security guards, Nceba Tafani and Kheledi Hope 

who attained their National Diplomas in policing.

Nceba was born in 1973 in a rural area between Cofimvaba and 

Tsomo in the Eastern Cape. He dropped out of school in 1985 

and joined the struggle. In 1989 he was advised to go back to 

school as the Government wouldn’t employ anyone without 

qualifications. He started in Grade 8 in Lady Frere at the time 

of “pass one pass all” and later went on to matriculate from the 

school in Tsomo. He came to Johannesburg with intentions of 

studying, but could not afford to. His sister gave him money to 

do a security course. He finished the course and got a job as a 

security guard. In August 2011 he started working as a security 

guard at the Vaal University of Technology gate with the help of 

Thafeni Mbijana. 

In 2012 he was promoted to security manager on campus.

The decision to study again was prompted by one of the staff 

members, Wendy Mbutwana, who asked him why he was a 

security guard. She said he should study. He then decided to 

enroll because it was actually something he had always wanted 

to do. Now, after graduating, he has future plans to study forensic 

investigation through Unisa and then a Master’s here at VUT.

“The whole family is excited; my brother, mother, sister and wife 

are here to celebrate with me and have been very supportive. I 

am proud to say I come from a family of academics. I am the 

second Tafeni to graduate from the Vaal University of Technology 

and there will be another one next year,” he said.  NSFAS funded 

his studies. Kheledi was born and bred in Grasmere and currently 

resides in Sharpeville. He came to VUT to work and decided to 

make the best of his time here. With the help of colleagues, 

staff, graduates and some of the students, he registered to study 

policing in 2013.

He said he is very happy to be graduating and that his family 

members were also present and very pleased for him. He will 

register for his BTech here at VUT and NSFAS will fund his studies.
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It’s never too late to study

Born and bred in a small village called Lorraine Ga-Sekororo, 

outside Tzaneen in Limpopo, Mr Tebogo Ntsetse Molapo 

graduated with a National Diploma: Biomedical Technology at 

the age of 30. He is the last born of six children who were raised 

by their single mother, Ms Joyce Molapo. 

Tebogo is looking forward to being a qualified technologist. 

He is waiting to write his board exam after completing his 

internship. He wishes to further his studies and says it is never 

too late to study:  “Graduating at the age of 30 really explains 

my character; that I don’t give up easily. It shows that when you 

want something, you must keep working hard for it until you 

achieve it. It doesn’t matter how long it takes, you must get it at 

the end of the day.” he said.  He says his life motto is: “The race 

is not over until I win”. 

Through his hard work, Tebogo managed to meet the criteria for 

the NSFAS bursary every year in order to complete his studies. 

He says he really appreciates his family for their support and 

encouragement throughout the years of study.

“You’re a never too old to achieve your dreams. We were all 

born for a purpose. It is your job to discover why God created 

you to be on earth. Through hard work and determination and 

a support system from family and friends, you always make it. 

God’s time is the right time.”

Nontobeko Zondi

Excited Mr Tebogo Ntsetse Molapo

Disability not a barrier to achievement

It is really pulls at the heartstrings to witness students with 

disabilities receiving diplomas and degrees at the graduation 

ceremonies. 

Such a display of assertiveness and resilience testifies to strength 

and character of students that do not let their disability get in 

the way of their success. One such student, Jabulani Jacob Msiza, 

who became disabled through contracting polio at four, received 

his National Diploma in Office Management and Technology.

Jabulani, who hails from Mpumalanga Province, has two other 

siblings. Growing up in a staunchly cultural family, he set his 

goals on becoming the first male in his family to attend 

university. Many family members rejected the notion of him 

attending university and he sought support from his lecturer Mr 

Andrew Brown.

 Being fairly young himself, Brown became a mentor to Jabulani 

and they have been friends since 2011. Brown realised that 

despite his disability, Jabulani remained constant, resolute and 

committed to his studies and ensured that he made a success 

of everything he tackled. 

Brown felt honoured to be Jabulani’s closest friend at the 

ceremony when his family did not attend and shared in his joy 

of becoming a graduate. 

“Although I miss my family, I am glad to have people such as 

Andy Brown as my lecturer, mentor and friend,” said a jubilant 

Jabulani. 

 

“Life has so much to offer and I won’t let my disability, family or 

anything else get in the way of my goals and aspirations. This is 

just the beginning.  I am also committed to making a success of 

my career as a System’s Analysist at ArcelorMittal. There too, I 

have colleagues that encourage and understand my zest for life. 

I’m going to live my life to the fullest,” he concluded.

Anne Naidu

Mr Jabulani Msiza ›
Education is the foundation of success

Dederick Tlhopane, 31, has based his success on his education 

as he continues to build his future as a husband, father of three 

and breadwinner. 

He became overwhelmed with emotion during his photo session 

after graduating with his BTech in Marketing on 12 April at the 

Vanderbijlpark campus. 

Dederick, a Marketing Officer at the Department of 

Environmental Affairs, recalled the challenges that he has 

overcome in order to be where he is today. A local lad from 

Sharpeville, he did not have the funds to study at a university. 

An orphan, he was brought up by his disabled aunt Ms Anastasia 

Sebetsa who strived to provide for him with the aid of her 

Government disability grant. 

Ms Sebetsa attended the graduation and sang songs of praise 

for Dederick whom she decided to raise after her sister had died: 

“After my sister died, I took it upon myself to raise my nephew 

the best way I could with the little money that I received from 

the Government. I am so proud of him, to note how far he has 

come and today... he graduated and made our entire family 

proud as well.”  Dederick was also accompanied by his wife and 

uncle.  

Anne Naidu

The family of Dederick Tlhopane the Btech graduate
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Determined mom cries her way into the graduation hall

Almost every parent experiences pleasure and pride in their 

children when they do well. They feel honoured to have given 

them life and everyday support. This is true for Ms Mamsi Mabel 

Montsheng, the mother of Ntombi Fredda Montsheng who 

graduated with a National Diploma, Logistics on 13 April at the 

Vaal University of Technology‘s Vanderbijlpark Campus.

Mamsi, who resides at Beverly Hills, in the Vaal, was late for her 

daughter’s graduation ceremony and Nthombi had to go ahead 

into the hall... with her mother’s ticket. Mamsi was devastated 

and cried her eyes out when she was told she couldn’t enter 

without a pass. She stayed at the door and pleaded with the 

security guards, explaining that she simply could not miss this 

important moment in her life. 

The security guards tried explaining the rules to her but she 

would have none of it. She refused to go and sit inside the tent 

which is an alternate venue when the hall is full and for those 

without the “golden ticket”. 

Her determination and sincerity got the better of the guards 

eventually and they let her in to watch her only daughter 

graduate. She is the only child of four in the family to graduate. 

“My daughter has made me proud today and I could not afford 

not to be there to support her. I would not have forgiven myself 

if I had missed her graduation,” she said with tears of joy after 

the ceremony.  
Ms Ntombi Fredda Montsheng with her mother

 Ms Mamsi Mabel Montsheng 

Selina Rapulane

Hard work and determination pays off with Cum Laude

Both Ndlovu Wandile from Volksrust, Mpumalanga and Ngiesu 

Mbuyi from Lubumbashi in the DRC attained a Cum Laude in 

Baccalaureus Technologiae in Cost Management Accounting. 

Both students started at the Vaal University of Technology in 

2012. Ngiesu said that when she first came to SA, the only 

language she could understand was French.  She is so proud 

of herself because being taught and studying in a different 

language was not easy, but she made it through.  

“Give your best in everything and your boundaries and the 

language you speak should not limit you. It’s all about you and 

what you set your mind into it. Above all, put God first as you 

cannot do anything without Him,” she said.  Wandile said he is 

very excited and so proud of himself. “I was actually very afraid 

of Accounting in high school. After I matriculated I decided to 

challenge myself and see what would happen. 

I can confidently say it’s the people I have in my life that have 

kept me going and hard work, of course. My advice to young 

people wanting to study towards accounting is that they must 

associate themselves with the people that have the same goals 

and vision, make sacrifices and see what they can achieve.”

Both students are currently unemployed and looking for work in 

their field of study.

Qhawekazi Memani

Ms Ngiesu Mbuyi and Mr Wandile Ndlovu

Disability is not inability

Edwin Tshepo Moeti (27) from Kimberley was applauded by all 

present when he received his National Diploma in Tourism in 

Upington on 21 April.  

“I have been waiting for this moment and I am grateful I have 

made it despite my circumstances.  This proves that I can achieve 

my dreams with any condition,” he said.  He aspires to work as 

a tourism officer.    

He was involved in a car accident in 2008 and is now wheelchair-

bound.   He received a bursary from Maphalane, a trust that 

assists children with disabilities.   

 

He is very happy that he completed his studies in record time 

and is ready to take on the world!

Staff Reporter

Edwin Tshepo Moeti, National Diploma Tourism 
Management Student

I have been waiting for this 

moment and I am grateful 

I have made it despite my 

circumstances.  This proves 

that I can achieve my dreams 

with any condition,

›



Campus Newsletter APRIL 2016 

www.vut.ac.za 13www.vut.ac.za 13

Winners never quit

VUT graduation ceremonies were brought to a close when the 

last Autumn session was held in Upington on 21 April.   

Advocate Mervin October, an educator, clergyman, social 

development worker and currently Director in the Department 

of Social Development in Upington, was the keynote speaker at 

the event.      

He applauded students for having successfully made it this far, 

saying that success does not come easy:  “Winners do not quit,” 

he said.  He appealed to students to stay focused on their goals 

and embark on lifelong learning as this is absolutely important.   

He said that the first qualification they are receiving is a stepping 

stone towards the next.   

He said that with constant change in life and technology, 

professionals are expected to be well-equipped and skilled to 

deal with it:  “The more we study, the more we move away from 

job seeking; South Africa needs job creators.  South Africa needs 

skills, skills and more skills,” he said. 

He also implored the students to become change agents in their 

communities.  “Change the circumstances for better where you 

are,” he said.  

In concluding the ceremony, Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Academic 

and Research and the Acting Vice-Chancellor and Principal, 

Professor Kuzvinetsa Dzvimbo thanked parents, relatives and 

guardians for supporting the students in their studies as well 

as the SRC leaders for their attendance.  He thanked the guest 

speaker for his words of wisdom and echoed them by telling 

graduates to come back and do postgraduate studies:   “We want 

you to come back.  You are not done yet; you have just started,” 

he said.

 “Changing the status of the economy is an important factor. 

With all the technology you have today, you can achieve greater 

heights.  Your role is building the economy and ensuring that we 

compete competitively in the world,” he said.  

He also told the graduates to leave a legacy by which their 

contributions will be remembered. 

Learners from Upington High School and VUT alumni entertained 

the audience with a beautiful musical performance. We would 

like express appreciation to all staff members, both academic and 

support, who made it possible for 2016 graduation ceremony 

to be a success.   Your contribution and professional efforts are 

noted.

Upington graduates with Acting Campus Director, Denis Adams 

Staff Reporter

E-Skills course produces first youth trainees

Staff Reporter

For the first time ever, VUT awarded certificates to 18 students 

who completed their training at E-Skills training centres in the 

Northern Cape (De Aar, Nababeep, Carnarvon, Karstens Farm 

in Pella and the VUT Technology Station in Upington).  The 

e-skills course is sponsored by the National Electronic Media 

Institute of South Africa (NEMISA) and part the government 

e-skills project. 

The above achievement has been made possible through a 

multi-stakeholder collaboration consisting of Government 

E-Skills youth trainees

(The Department of Telecommunication and Postal Services, 

civil society, business and others. The focus of the training is on 

community development in the areas of internet, e-mail, basic 

computer skills and mobile skills. These skills are commonly 

referred to as e-literacy skills.

Commenting on the e-literacy, Director: E-Skills, Ms Antoinette 

Lombard said: “We believe that with these basic skills people 

from our communities in urban, peri-urban, rural and deep rural 

areas will be able to help themselves to uplift their own lives as 

well as their communities. We all have to invest in the youth of 

our country and through the e-skills program we are changing 

lives.”   

Lombard said that it was a very long planning journey to get 

everything in place to start with the actual implementation. 

“Now that it is happening, it is absolutely AMAZING to see 

what difference it makes in the lives of our community people 

at the different centres,” she said.  

In almost all the cases, she said, the youth that trained are 

unemployed and by completing this course and receiving an 

accredited certificate opens up opportunities they never had 

before. 

 “I can see how students grow during the program and become 

more self-reliable and more self-confident. That for me is an 

important aspect of the training. It is not just about learning 

functions and programs, but it also the development of the 

person itself,” she concluded.

Keegan Langfred from Morning Glory Area in Upington is one of 

the graduates from the TTI centre.   He learnt basic computer 

skills in PowerPoint, email and internet: “I am very happy that 

I now have a certificate to show that I am good at computer 

applications.  I gained practical skills that will assist me in the 

work place in future,” he said.    

Another e-skills graduate is Prudence Moos who is also a 

facilitator at Carnarvon Computer Centre. This centre is part 

of an SKA (Square Kilometre Array) group.   She is now fully 

qualified as a facilitator and will be running the e-literacy 

program. 

“It’s a great accomplishment to receive my certificate from a 

well-known institution like VUT.    I feel honoured that I am now 

able to teach other people to acquire computer skills,” she said.

 

Through this e-skills program, VUT is coming to the community 

and making a difference.
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Autodidacts hold the future in their hands

The graduation ceremony for the Secunda Campus – the 15th 

ceremony the Vaal University of Technology has held this season 

– took place on 19 April at the Sasol Recreation Club in Secunda. 

 Management, council members, parents, and other important 

stakeholders came together to congratulate the graduates of 

the day. There were 66 in total from the faculties of Engineering 

and Technology and Human Sciences. 

Guest speaker of the day was Dr Tshenge Demana who is a 

Senior Manager at the Department of Trade and Industry, where 

he leads the policy and strategic positioning of the science 

based standard setting and quality organisations namely, SABS, 

SANAS and NMISA. He mentioned that he was honoured by the 

invitation and that it was hard not to be nervous around a lot of 

people who appreciate the power of education. 

His speech to the graduates encouraged them to be autodidactic: 

“Truly successful people are able to educate themselves. Real 

success is when you are able to do things on your own,” he said. 

He advised the students to continue learning and aim to achieve 

greatly in all that they do.

One of the students, Mr Storm Adriaan, who obtained a BTech in 

Chemical Engineering, was ecstatic: “It feels good to have finally 

reached the completion of my diploma and have my BTech with 

me,” he said proudly.

Ms Nemutandani Tshifhiwa, who obtained a National Diploma 

in Cost and Management Accounting, commented that she had 

been waiting a long time to receive her diploma and was very 

happy. Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Prof Irene Moutlana also 

congratulated the students for the wonderful work that they’ve 

done and mentioned that, small as the university is, the numbers 

are increasing. 

“It is the little things in life that bring about big changes,” she 

said. She also added that life is about making constant choices. 

“You just have to believe in yourself and you will make it,” she 

concluded. 

Guest Speaker Dr Tshenge Demana: Senior Manager at the Department of Technology and Industry 

Selina Rapulane

Living the dream

It is ideal to identify what you want in life and what your 

purpose is at an early age, however not all of us are blessed with 

that ability. 

Siseko Makwela is one of the lucky ones. He showed an interest 

in IT from a very young age and as soon as he could, he started 

working in a computer shop in Selcourt. 

Siseko was born in kwaThema Township and grew up in 

Langaville 2 in Tsakane. He was raised by Johannes and 

Siseko Makwela, National Diploma: IT graduate

Josephina Mahlangu, family friends. He attended nursery school 

at Selcourt and proceeded to Selcourt Primary. He matriculated 

from Springs Boys High in 2012.

In 2013 he came to VUT to study Information Technology and 

this week he graduated at the Ekhuruleni Campus. Having shown 

great leadership qualities, he was appointed as an SRC Academic 

Co-coordinator in 2015 and also plays a huge role in his little 

sister’s development.

“We are so proud of our son; we made it a point that every 

cent we had went towards his success. He has shown us that 

the decisions we took and sacrifices we made were all right. We 

are so grateful. We named him Siseko which means “foundation” 

and he is our first child. 

“I remember him coming to me, crying, telling me that 

because he had been assisting with his engineering job, his dad 

wanted him to join him in the field. He told me he couldn’t 

build houses; he wanted to build computers! His purpose has 

been clear from the onset. He has now achieved what he has 

always wanted,” said Josephina. 

Siseko advised other students to always look at the bigger 

picture:”The IT field looks small but there are a lot of opportunities 

that one can create for oneself. If you love what you do, nothing 

will stop you!”

He also said that even though he is working for a Sedibeng 

manufacturing company, he is planning to study further.

Qhawekazi Memani
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Education is a key no one can take away

As the Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Prof Irene Moutlana always 

says to graduates: “No matter how long it took you to obtain 

your degree or diploma, you are now professionals and have 

succeeded. The country needs you and will need you tomorrow!”

Komape Moseri Jacob, who hails from Mokopane in Limpopo, 

has now succeeded despite the challenges he has faced.

After he matriculated in 2003 from Seritarita High School, he 

was unable to further his studies so he looked for work. 

In 2008 he enrolled at the Vaal University of Technology to study 

Information Technology. While in his third year he encountered 

financial difficulties and had to drop out. He returned in 2012 

and in September that year obtained his diploma.  In 2014 

he enrolled for his BTech in Information Technology (IT) while 

working for Discovery, a company that he still works for.

This year Komape graduated once more. He says he is very 

excited about obtaining his BTech after such a struggle. He says 

he has plans to open his own business while studying further. His 

advice to young people is: “Education is key; equip yourselves in 

this way as it is something that no one can take away.”

Qhawekazi Memani

Komape Moseri, Btech: IT graduate 

Congratulations to all staff members and students who 
graduated during Autumn Graduations 2016.    Pictorial 
highlights of some of the staff and students graduating.
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