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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AND FINDINGS OF THE EXTERNAL REVIEW:

DEPARTMENT OF METALLURGICAL ENGINEERING : 31 OCTOBER 2007-1 NOVEMBER 2007 
1. Executive Summary:
The Department of Metallurgical Engineering was reviewed from 31st October to 1st November 2007 as part of the accreditation process by the Engineering Council of South Africa (ECSA). This department will be up for the next accreditation visit by ECSA in 2012. The programmes under review were: National Diploma: Eng: Metallurgical and BTech : Eng: Metallurgical.
The panel consisted of the following members:

· Bob Tait: Chair of the panel

· Frans Havinga

· Didier Nyembwe

The Department of Metallurgical Engineering is managed by Mr Frans du Toit. The Department met all the requirements and/or minimum standards of ECSA and therefore did not receive any recommendations. However, a few comments were made which ECSA felt assist the department in reaching its optimum potential.

The following comments were received and the responsible HOD responded by stating the line of action he would pursue together with staff in respect of each of the comments made in his Quality Improvement Plan.

2.             COMMENTS
	CRITERIA
	COMMENDATIONS
	COMMENTS

	General
	The students are positive about VUT, the Department and its staff and facilities.  The team was impressed with the professionalism, enthusiasm and efficiency of the Department and the obvious effort put in by it for the ECSA inspection
	

	Vision & Mission
	Commendable
	

	Effectiveness and efficiency of record-keeping
	Commendable
	

	Programme Design
	
	The Department to rethink is curricula in the light of imminent changes in ECSA policy

	Programme Coordination
	Commendable
	

	Student Recruitment & Admission
	
	Support Services not up to standard:  Student registrations and buying section

	Student Retention & Throughput Rates
	Commendable
	

	Teaching & Learning
	Commendable
	

	Assessment Policies and Practices
	Commendable
	

	The success of performance management  (HR)
	Commendable
	

	Staff Development/ Academic Support
	
	With several staff approaching retirement age, a succession plan is needed

	Student Support
	Commendable
	

	Work-Integrated Learning (WIL)
	Commendable
	

	Programme Feedback
	Commendable
	

	Resources
	
	Improvement required in housekeeping and safety in the laboratories.

	Staff Profile
	
	The team encouraged staff to register for ECSA certification.



	Support Services
	
	Support Services not up to standard:  Student registrations and buying section

	IT services
	Commendable
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